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Parish Council Meetings are normally held on the third Tuesday of each month in
Kislingbury Village Hall at 7.30pm. During the Covid-19 lockdown they are held
online on Zoom. The press and members of the public are welcome to attend.
Minutes can be seen on Parish Notice Boards, in the Church Porch and online at:
www.kislingburypc.org.uk
1

December 2020/January 2021
edition of the Kislingbury News
The deadline for the February/March 2021 issue is
Friday, 22nd January, 2021.
Where possible contributions should be sent
in electronic format by email to:
kislingburynews@hotmail.co.uk
or delivered to Barbara Floyer, at 6 The Orchard, Kislingbury.

There is no Village Diary again this month due to the ever
changing circumstances with COVID - 19.
Check with the organisers of your groups
and societies for more information

Turn to the centre pages to view the
Kislingbury Advent Window Calendar
For other up to date information about what is happening
in the village log into Facebook at

Kislingbury Village Info
Regular Events
Many of these will be amended or cancelled. Check with the organisers
Play Group open during Term Time at Village Hall
Bell Ringing Monday Nights 7.30pm – 8.30pm
Kislingbury Parish Council meets 3rd Tuesday of every month in the Village Hall
Kraft Shack Group - Every Wednesday - 8pm
further information - Tel: 07788737052 or 01604 754518 or
email: mopalmer@gmail.com
Voyage of Light every 2nd Tuesday of the month excluding January and August.
KOFs - Every Thursday 10.30am at the Village Hall
Line Dance Classes in Village Hall - Thursday, Beginners 12.30 -13.30
& Improvers 13.00 - 15.00 - 07788 737052 or 01604 754518
Art Group - Thursday afternoons at the Village Hall 2.15-4.15pm
Cycle Club - Meets at Sun Inn every Saturday at 9.30am
Kisle Runners - Playing Fields, Sunday morning from 8 am
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Kislingbury Parish Council November 2020
Rothersthorpe Road Development
We were joined by representatives from Spitfire Homes for the first part of the meeting.
There are currently a number of concerns about the proposals Spitfire inherited from the
previous developers, Davidsons.
The issue about the safety of proposed pedestrian access into the village along the
Rothersthorpe Road is still unresolved. The Parish Council are seeking a site visit with a
highways engineer from Northamptonshire County Council, but this has to wait as a
result of the on-going pandemic.
There are also continuing concerns about the style of the houses proposed for the
development. The representatives of Spitfire Homes who attended did not
unfortunately include their design/technical manager but it was made clear that home
design is, to a large extent, governed by the range of designs they have ‘on their books’.
The Parish Council has asked for photographs of actual houses that have been built using
these designs.
The Parish Council would also welcome the input of Spitfire’s design manager as the
current proposal still includes 4 maisonettes rather than the one bedroom houses that
we thought had been agreed with the previous developers.
Spitfire have not yet agreed a housing association who will be responsible for the social
housing element of the development. They are in discussion with Bedford Pilgrim and
Grand Union Housing Associations.
The other aspect of this development is the level of Section 106 and Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) money that will be available to the village. The Parish Council is
asking a South Northants District planning officer to attend a future Parish Council
Meeting to clarify some of these issues.
Junction 16 Development
Some of us have been lucky enough to get a ‘reserved matters’ letter about changes to
the warehouses. The developers are seeking to add 2.5 metres to the height of Building
1, which will be the one closest to Junction 16. There is also an application to change the
colour scheme and introduce translucent panels. Some villagers have already objected
to these plans, which is good to see. The Parish Council will be objecting on the grounds
that adding 2.5 metres to one building sets a precedent, and that this increased height
makes it even more important to screen the warehouses. The Parish Council would not
object to any colour changes that helped camouflage the buildings. The Parish Council is
also going to point out to SNC that the way their planning website is organised makes it
very difficult to understand what is being proposed.
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CIL Money From Kislingbury Mill Development
Having already mentioned CIL money, there is just under £900 to be spent in the village
as a result of this development. Parish Councillors have come up with some ideas
including laptops for the school, play equipment for the children's play area and a bench
near the pensioner’s bungalows. Please contact a parish councillor if you have any
suggestions.
The Mill Pond
There has been concern about the state of the Mill Pond. The Parish Council has made
repeated requests to the owners of the pond to clear it, which would also reduce the
flooding risk this presents at the moment. To date, these requests have been ignored.
Supporting Young People
The Parish Council has been informed that Towcester Youth Coffee House are launching
two new schemes to support Young People during the pandemic. We have asked whether
someone from the Coffee House can talk to the Parish Council.
Upton Country Park
Our Parish Council clerk is going to contact the leader of Northampton Borough Council
to ask for a named contact for the Upton Country Park. When Kislingbury becomes part
of a new unitary authority in May 2021, we will be in the same local authority as the
Country Park.
Given the focus on well-being that has emerged during the pandemic, the Parish Council
would like to see the Country Park becoming the basis for volunteer conservation and
environmental activity.
Gigaclear
It has been difficult to miss the Gigaclear operation to get fibre broadband to all homes
in the village, and unfortunately the work has coincided with wet weather. There have
been assurances from the site manager who works for John Henry Group that all damage
will be made good. I know that the ‘homeworkers’ in the village are hoping to benefit
from improved broadband speeds but it would have been good to get clearer
communication from Gigaclear and from the County Council about the schedule for this
work.
These notes highlight some of the issues that the Parish Council is involved with on behalf
of the village as a whole. They are not intended to replace the official minutes which are
publicly available and which highlight the scope of the work done by the Parish Council.
On behalf of the Kislingbury Parish Council.
Jonathan Hughes (On behalf of Kislingbury Parish Council)
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Beer Garden

Real Cask Ales
Guinness Accredited

Seasons greetings to all our customers. Thank you for
your continued support during a difficult year for everyone.
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a better 2021.
Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday: 5pm - 10pm
Saturday: 12 noon - 10pm
Sunday; 11am - 10pm

Christmas opening/closing
times - to be confirmed

Food: 6pm - 8.30pm (subject to Government Guidelines)
Tuesday: Pie and a Pint (or medium glass of house wine).
A selection of 3 pies (2 meat, 1 veg), each served with fresh vegetables,
mash or chips and gravy. - £10
Wednesday: Curry and a Pint (or a medium glass of house wine). A
delicious homemade curry, served with rice, pakora and poppadom. - £10
Thursday - Saturday (NEW): Pub Classics Menu (including Christmas Dinner)
Sunday Lunch: Midday - 4pm
Friday and Saturday: Pizza Delivery to village only 6pm - 8pm
For delivery only call 07950606682
Quiz nights: Dates to be confirmed.
Meat Raffle every Sunday - £1 per ticket. Christmas Meat Raffle to be
drawn on Sunday, 20th December.
Covered and heated outdoor seating now available.
In these ever changing times please follow us on Facebook for
updates and events - @thesuninnkislingbury or on our website.
www.thesuninnkislingbury.co.uk
Tel: 833571 or Email - thesuninnkislingbury@yahoo.co.uk
Web - www.thesuninnkislingbury.co.uk
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST LUKE
At the writing of this, we are in another lockdown and all our services have had to be put
on hold once again. Sadly, our Act of Remembrance was affected which meant we were
unable to gather round the War Memorial as normal. However, we have to “think out of
the box” on these occasions and the poppies placed on the cross on the Main Gate was a
wonderful sight and a suitable Act of Remembrance. Wreaths were laid on Sunday 8th
and Wednesday 11th November .
As we are still unsure of future arrangements please see the Church
notice boards for news of services etc when we come out of the present
lockdown.

WEEKEND 19TH/20TH DECEMBER
Sadly, at the moment, it looks highly unlikely that our usual
Poinsettia Weekend will take place.

HOWEVER – WE ARE PREPARING THE FOLLOWING WHICH WE HOPE
WILL BE A SUITABLE FOCUS FOR REMEMBERING LOVED ONES AT CHRISTMAS.
REMEMBERING WITH LOVE CHRISTMAS TREE
You are invited to collect a special plain wooden hanging decoration from the church on
SATURDAY 12TH DECEMBER from 10am – 12.00 noon, (or we can deliver if requested),
Take it away and on one side write the name of the person(s) you wish to remember this
Christmas and then decorate the rest, perhaps with a photo of the loved one(s) or
something else as a reminder. The baubles are approx 3” x 3” and will take acrylic paints
collage etc.
Once decorated bring the bauble back and place on the Christmas Tree at the Church
Porch over the weekend 19th/20th December.
Many of us are finding this second lockdown more difficult (especially when we see others
not abiding by the rules). The weather doesn’t help either, although I have met some
lovely people when walking round who perhaps I would never have met if it weren’t for
lockdown, so there are some good things coming out of the bad. Miriam Harris and Sue
Cornick continue to do sterling work in collecting groceries for those who need that extra
bit of help and at present they are asking for donations towards Christmas boxes. Please
help if you can.
……AND DON’T FORGET TO GO ROUND THE VILLAGE AND SEE ALL THE
WONDERFUL ADVENT WINDOWS THAT ARE PLANNED DURING DECEMBER! - SEE
CENTRE PAGES.
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Kislingbury Friendship Club
(Previously Kislingbury Arts & Crafts Society)
Our plans are still on hold until we have confirmation that restrictions are lifted to
enable us to get together for our normal meetings. We have earmarked Tuesday 29th
January 2021 in the diary as the date for our AGM but that may have to be postponed
again. If we can go ahead you will be contacted by one of the committee to confirm
the details. Remember we are meeting in the afternoons from now on.
Meanwhile Covid will not prevent me on behalf of the committee wishing everyone as
Happy a Christmas as possible looking forward to a Healthy 2021!
Take care and keep safe.
Doreen Hartwell.

Kislingbury highways charity grant 2020/21 applications
Applications are invited from clubs, organisations or groups from within the village for
financial help or who wish to improve their facilities. Applications must not have
received help from the rating system when initially formed.
The Trustees will meet in Feb 2021 to discuss applications. Please send applications
directly ideally by email to me including a copy of a current bank balance sheet by 15th
Feb 2021. Thank you.
Sarah Parker, cookiesh@sky.com
37 Nene Way, 07840731451

Air Ambulance Clothing Collection Bank at Kislingbury Village Hall
An approach was made to the Village Hall by the Air Ambulance for permission to allow
a Clothes Collection Bank on site. It was felt this was a positive thing to do during such
a period of uncertainty and a bin was installed in the car park last
month. Permission was given on the condition that the bin was
emptied regularly and, immediately, if full. In fact, it has proved to be
popular and has been filled twice since installation.
It is hoped that villagers will use and respect this facility. Please do not
leave bags outside of the bin. If you find it full, come back another
time.
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Tom Brown
Fitter of blinds with over
10 years of experience
Located in Nether Heyford
Contact us for a free, no obligation quote
Phone: 07740743628
Email: toms.blinds@outlook.com
www.tomsblinds.co.uk
Find us on Facebook
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KEEP SMILING &
KEEP SAFE

CHRISTMAS 2020

Owing to COVID-19, the ART Group has only had a few sessions in the past year.
But we are all optimistic that we will be together again in the NEW YEAR.

We wish you all the very best
for the coming New Year
For further info contact
either Judith 830421 or
Mike 831747

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
Thank you to everyone for their collection boxes and other donations so
promptly delivered.
This has enabled me to send to The Children’s Society £342.48 which is
absolutely wonderful and my heartfelt thanks to you all.
Judith Tonge
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Chiropody Treatment
Do you suffer from corns, hard skin, bunions or verrucae?
Do your feet hurt at the end of the day?
Have your feet cared for in the comfort of your own home

Ken Bright
MBChA, MSSCh
Tel 406741
£25 per visit!
A C HARRISON
BUILDING & LANDSCAPING
BRICK & STONEWORK - BLOCK PAVING - PATIOS
LANDSCAPING - EXTENSIONS

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE INDUSTRY
HIGH QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
KISLINGBURY, NORTHAMPTON
TEL: 01604 832181 / MOBILE: 07932 802287
EMAIL: acharrisonbuilders@gmail.com
acharrisonbuilders
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VILLAGE FOOD BANK
On behalf of Kislingbury Parish Council I would like to thank everyone who has
contributed to the Food Bank over the past months. Not forgetting the gentleman
from Dukes Green Road for his delivery of much appreciated toiletries. We would also
like to thank KOFS’ members for their overwhelming generosity and support.
Kislingbury has always been a caring community, long may it continue, with kindness
and helping one another, together we can get through these uncharted waters.
I would also like to take this opportunity to give my heartfelt thanks, and wish you all
a ‘Very Merry Christmas’ and a ‘Happy New Year’.
Miriam Harris.
If you have older children, are being furloughed, or have lost your job and could do
with a little help with provisions over the Christmas period, please contact Mr. Tyler,
Kislingbury Primary School or any Parish Councillor.
We are here to help so please do not be embarrassed. I can assure you that it will be
in be strictest confidence. Delivery can be arranged.
Parish Councillor telephone numbers can be found in the front of the Kislingbury News.
The joint winners of the “Parish Council Poppies Window Competition” are the
Parker family, Mill Road and the Andrews-Stott family, Millers Close.

Your community charity, Kislingbury Town and Charity Estates, has provided financial
or other assistance to elderly village residents in need for over 600 years, through
previous pandemics, and is here to help again.
I know an elderly resident who could do with some support – what can I do?
If you know of someone who needs financial or other assistance through this difficult
time, we can help.
If you are organising some voluntary assistance to the elderly in the village that might
need some financial support, such as buying key supplies, we can help.
Please contact our Chairman Martin Upton on (01604) 833422 or our Clerk Jim Wood
on (01327) 872670 for a strictly confidential discussion.
The Trustees can meet by telephone conference call at short notice to consider
applications.
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======= ANY VEHICLE =======
01604 830552
Hours 08:00 - 17:30
Monday - Friday
SERVICING & REPAIRS
WEST BULK UNIT 1
BUGBROOKE ROAD
MOTs (can be carried out while you
KISLINGBURY, NN7 4AY
wait, by appointment only)
HELP@KIZZLEAUTOS.COM
WEL DING
WWW.KIZZLEAUTOS.COM
Now completing Bike MOTs starting on the 23rd June 2018
every other Saturday.
DIAGNOSTICS
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Tales from Kislingbury Archives
Ashby Farm on the corner of Bugbrooke
Rd. / Church Lane c. 1963- 1975
If you have any photographs, documents
or recollections that you think may be of
interest, please contact us. We can make
copies of anything you may not wish to
part with.
Anne Upton 833422
Felicity Dunkley 830514

Neighbourhood Watch is the largest voluntary organisation in the UK.
Over a quarter of homes across the country are members, and they work with
each other and the police to reduce crime and increase community safety. To
enable a watch scheme to be truly effective within the community the scheme
relies upon the efficient communication between Neighbourhood Watch, Police
and the community.
At present due to certain areas having no street representatives the communication breaks
down. To date the scheme still needs Street Representatives in Ashby Court, Bugbrooke
Road and the High Street, this has been an ongoing concern since I took over the scheme. This
really is an easy job, it only requires passing on the police information I send, and sharing it
with the residents in your area, this can be done in any way but is really quick if done via email.
With regard to Bugbrooke Road and High Street these are both long streets and could be split
between one or two people.
Please consider doing this essential job, active schemes provide many benefits to the
community helping to advise and reassure residents and obviously promotes a wider adoption
of the Neighbourhood Watch scheme in the community. As I have said many times, together
we can make a difference, please be aware of any vulnerable neighbours, protect your homes,
keep them safe by keeping them locked.
Be observant and keep an eye on what is happening in the community. If you think you are
seeing a crime being committed phone 999 or if you notice something out of the ordinary and
become suspicious dial 101. Working together we can continue to keep our community safe.
Take care everyone, stay safe
Deni Topliss, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
07754471120 denitopliss256@msn.com
14
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Elliott’s Meat Delivery
Elliott’s Butchers have agreed to do a
weekly delivery to Kislingbury.
If you want to order meat it will be delivered to Kislingbury
every Wednesday from 4th November 2020
This is what you need to know
You place your order with Richard at Elliott’s by phoning 01327 439573
before midday on the Wednesday. Pay for your order.
Then collect from 33 Church Lane between
4 pm and 6 pm the same day (Wednesday).
Please be aware that this is a collection only service.
There will be no deliveries within the village and no money will be handled.
To work this needs your support.
And Christmas is not that far away!
Light Up St Luke’s
The draws for October and November were carried out on
doorsteps! Many thanks to Mary Lawrence who drew Sue
Cornick’s ticket out for the October winner and to June Mold
who did the November draw. The winning ticket was held
by Marian Seal.
After many years of looking after this little venture I have
decided to retire. Deni Topliss will be taking over from
January and with the team of helpers will be calling on
everyone to renew their membership for another year. I
would like to thank her for offering to take on this role.
Also a big thank you to everyone for supporting Light Up St.
Luke’s. So many people mention how much they appreciate
seeing the church lit up as they come into the village from
the river bridge..
My last task is to wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year.
Leslie Hartwell
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Village Advent Windows
This works like a normal advent calendar in that on each day in December there
will be a new window to look at around the village.
The windows will be lit between 6pm – 9pm.
A huge thank you to everyone who is displaying a window. The response was
amazing so some days we are lucky enough to have two windows to look at.
Here is the list of the windows and their date in December from which they
will be available to view.

1

4 The Green

2

8 Willow View

3

11 The Green

4

6 Starmers Lane

5

16 Watts Close & 3 Ballaster Gardens

6

18a High Street & 33 The Green

7

51 Willow View

8

1a The Orchard

9

26 Beech Lane

10

17 Hall Close
17

11

9 Mill Lane

12

2 The Green & 1 Ballaster Gardens

13

46 Willow View & 3 Mill Lane

14

37 Church Lane

15

43 Bugbrooke Road

16

5 High Street & 15 High Street

17

7 Dukes Green Road

18

30a Mill Lane

19

45 Bugbrooke Rd. & 25 Willow View

20

37 Nene Way & 3 Watts Close

21

32 Bugbrooke Road

22

11 The Orchard

23

3 Church Lane

24

21 Willow View
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Your local independent
travel agent
46 MAIN ROAD DUSTON
NORTHAMPTON
www.goodyertravel.co.uk
01604 757262
GEARYS MAINTENANCE
(Gardening and Fencing Specialist)
Tel: 01604 830465
Mobile: 07596011567
Mobile: 07842827018
Email: patricia.geary@aol.co.uk

Fencing, lawn mowing, hedge trimming,
general garden tidy and rubbish clearance
Free quotes and advice, friendly service,
local to Kislingbury.
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Kislingbury Mill Development

The new development at Kislingbury Mill came to the open market in the
Autumn, however if anyone is interested locally and would like to make an
enquiry with a view to secure purchase. Please phone:
Greg (07973 525502) or Shaun (07793 667007) to discuss.

20

BE A SUPERHERO!!! CONSIDER
VOLUNTEERING FOR EVENTS,
THEY WON’T RUN
As we won’t be able to do a Christmas fair this year,
WITHOUT
YOUR HELP!
there will be no spare tea-towels for sale, so please

make sure you fill in your forms as soon as possible. We
would like to thank Nicky Wilmot for the ideas and her
support with this initiative.
Supporting Local Businesses for Christmas
We understand that some parents have their own businesses (candles, cakes, clothing,
beauty products, catering, etc.) and we would like to provide a list of these businesses
to other parents, so that we can all support you this Christmas.
Please could you join our Facebook page (Friends of Kislingbury C.E Primary School) and
let us know what business you have and we will post a link on the page. We will compile
a list to circulate as soon as possible!
A Big Thank you!! - Although we were not able to hold any events lately,
Friends of Kislingbury had some great contributors!!
During the summer, Helen
Daggers and her family raised
£65 from selling apples!
Thank you!

Although
the
London
Landmark Half Marathon was
cancelled, Susan Chalmers
ran the distance as a Local
Landmark Half Marathon,
raising a massive £1,350 for
the
school.
What
an
Achievement! Thank you!
Shopping on Amazon?
Do you know that for every £1 you spend on Amazon, Amazon will donate 0.5% to the
Friends of Kislingbury School?
Please visit www.smile.amazon.co.uk and type Friends of Kislingbury School in the
charity section to start helping the school with your purchases. To make it even easier
you can download the smile.amazon app!
Cont.
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You have raised £259.51 for the School through easy fundraising!!
If you shop online in ANY SHOPS or are thinking to use Compare the Market for energy
bills, mobile contracts, car insurance or pet insurance, why don’t you use the
easyfundraising website?
You will be redirected to the website you were looking for and you will be helping to raise
money for the school. https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsofkisling/
Did you know that just signing up to easyfundraising using the referral link will generate a
donation of £5? So please sign up!
Christmas Eve Goodie Bag
It has been a very strange year for us all, and the children have not been able to enjoy
socialising together at events such as Discos or Film Nights run by the lovely parents of the
Friends of Kislingbury School. We will be preparing some Christmas Eve Goodie Bags for the
children to bring home at the end of term. We are still discussing the contents, but it will have
a hot chocolate and marshmallow cone and some food for reindeers (glitter free of course!).
There will be one bag for each child and the Christmas Eve Goodie Bag will be free of charge.
If you have, or know of, any business that can supply craft, sweets, colouring or any age
appropriate items for these Goodie Bags, please contact us at friends@kislingburyschool.co.uk
If your child has any food allergies, please let us know so we can personalise theirs!
If you have some spare time to help out with putting items in the bags, please do let us know.
It will be most probably in the evening, in groups of less than 6 people, under COVID-19 safety
guidelines.

‘Perfectly Imperfect Mum’ book, another way to raise money
On the 28th September, Sheena Tanna-Shah, a Rapid Transformation Therapy and
Mindfulness Practitioner, mum of two based in Northampton, released her first book,
‘Perfectly Imperfect Mum’.
The book is about keeping the well being of a mum at the forefront, and is described as a busy
mum’s guide to staying mindful and thriving amid the chaos. The book has received 5 star
reviews through all retailers and Sheena is now offering the opportunity to buy the book
directly from the PTA at retail price and she will donate the profit to the Friends of Kislingbury
School. It will make an excellent Christmas present for mums and possibly also grannies. The
book price is £9.99.
If you would like to buy a copy of the book please contact us at
friends@kislingburyschool.co.uk and we will make sure that the book will be delivered to you
before Christmas.
22
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December / January
Since March this year, every week a KOFS’
Newsletter has been issued to over 110
members’ households and associated
friends.
Each week the Newsletter has contained
village news about activities taking place in
the village as well as past memories sent in by
readers.
There has been a varied selection of village
photos covering events such as VE Day and
Remembrance Day.
Many readers also sent pictures taken during
their walks and of their gardens.
Thanks to Reg Lodge we have been cheered up by his cartoons and also by the
jokes sent in for our amusement. Each week we have set a challenge in the
form of a Quiz.
We are now looking forward to resuming our KOFS’ meetings in the New Year,
and thank everyone for their contribution and support for the KOFS’ weekly
Newsletter.
the KoFs wish everyone a happy Christmas and wish you all
good health For the Coming year. stay saFe everyone.
The KOFS will meet again at the Village Hall every Thurs at 10.30 am for a
coffee & a chat. For further information contact a committee member.
Eddie Harley 830001
Shirley Faulkner 830104
Jenny Massingham 831039
Dennis Tidmarsh 830074

Mike & Jackie Jackson 831747
Bernard Gent 830579
Christiane Scrivener 830994
Deni Topliss 453090
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GIRL FRIDAY
A regular Girl Friday here to work for your business
and assist with all family and domestic requirements
Kislingbury and local areas covered
Call 07395441777
damselfriday

www.damselfriday.com.

John Masters
Established 1980

Painting and Decorating Services
Interior – Exterior – Period Work
Professional, Friendly & Reliable
Estimates and Advice Free
References Gladly Supplied
Quality Work Guaranteed

Tel: 01604 830632
Mobile: 07718 283765
E-mail: jmasters_decorating@hotmail.co.uk
40 Mill Lane, Kislingbury, Northampton NN7 4BD.
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Kislingbury Amblers
We are a group of like minded individuals who meet usually twice a month
to have a walk of about 5 miles in the local area. Due to the current
restrictions all information will be sent out by email giving times and
meeting places when walks can re-start. If you do not receive email
notification and would like to join the group please phone 07758225140.
ALL ARE WELCOME

October Walk
Five intrepid walkers parked up at the Heart of the Shires despite the inclement weather.
Heading towards Muscott, we passed Fog Cottage and walked under a railway bridge
marked “Muscott Hill”. Continuing on the lane, we eventually arrived at Muscott Mill.
Leaving the Mill behind, and on reaching a road junction, we looked back to see the site of
the lost village of Muscott.
Our next destination was the tiny village of Brockhall where we visited the church yard.
Following this, it was on to the canal path where we came face to face with an unusual
spectacle of 2 males, who turned out to be dummies, who have their attire changed on a
regular basis (no idea why!!) The walk along the canal bank took us back to our starting
point.
Thanks go to Steve for an interesting, if very wet, 4½ mile walk.

November Walk
After waking to an early morning frost, the Amblers were greeted by brilliant sunshine at
our starting point, Gayton Public House. Heading out of the village and passing Gayton
Cricket Club, we soon left the road to walk down a bridleway leading to the road to Tiffield.
Upon arriving at the playing field in Tiffield, we were directed to the Pocket Park (formerly
a rail track to the local quarry). Now it was time to climb the steps of the Pocket Park onto
the road bridge where we took our comfort stop. It was here that we observed several
people with metal detectors searching for hidden treasure.
It was time to take to the road to Blisworth Marina but not before leaving one of our
members behind to reminisce with an old pal, hoping he would catch up with us later. At
this point, the ladies were treated to the sight of a very fit gentleman, stripped to the
waist, practicing his sprinting.
Further on we crossed the road bridge to Gayton Marina and took the towpath before
picking up the road, passing the Limes Caravan Park, and back to our starting point.
This was a scheduled 2½ hour walk.
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Advertising Rates for the
Kislingbury News
Residents
Half Page Advert
1 month £25 / 1 year £60
Quarter Page Advert
1 month £20 / 1 year £40
Non-Residents
Half Page Advert
1 month £30 / 1 year £85
Quarter Page Advert
1 month £25 / 1 year £60
Please make sure all adverts
and any additional information
are emailed in
electronic format to:
kislingburynews@hotmail.co.uk

ACUPUNCTURE

BEV

in

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSER
07533047477

Kislingbury
Julie Neal, MBAcC
Acupuncture treats a wide
range of problems including
pain, insomnia, stress
and anxiety

BLOW DRY £10
CUT only £15
CUT & BLOW DRY £20

I have a particular interest
in fertility and IVF

CUT & HIGHLIGHTS/
LOWLIGHTS £40

Call to see if acupuncture
could help you.
Home visits also available

CUT & COLOUR £40
CUT & PERM £40
All special occasions call for your requirements

Tel:
831199 or 07957 324586
E-mail: julie@nice-needles.co.uk
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The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & Northamptonshire
The Wildlife Trust BCN is working with farmers and landowners
to improve habitat and water quality through the provision of
grant funding and advice in the Nene Valley.
Farming for the Future (FftF) is one of sixteen Nenescape
Landscape Partnership Scheme projects running in the valley,
supported by the National Heritage Lottery Fund.
Since the start of the project in 2018, we have worked with
dozens of farmers to restore and create meadow and wetland
habitats, supported capital items such as fencing and hard core
bases to improve water quality and helping to protect existing
on-farm wildlife habitat through screening and signage along public footpaths. We have a small,
easily accessible grant scheme available to farmers and landowners looking to do work of this sort
within the project boundary that remains open for applications until summer 2022. Grants can
co-exist alongside existing Countryside Stewardship agreements.
Through the conversion of gravel pits to nature areas, the Nene Valley is a wetland area of
international importance, designated as a Ramsar site, a Special Protection Area (SPA) and made
up of many Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). To help support this wetland refuge, in August
2019 we worked with seven different landowners across the valley to create more wetland habitat
by constructing a series of shallow scrapes and ditches with the RSPB’s rotary ditcher. One of these
sites is near Kislingbury in Upton Country Park, where the shallow ditches and scrapes can be seen
from the footpaths in the fields adjacent to the River Nene and from the Upton Valley Way North
flyover.
We have also been working to restore wildflower meadows. More than 97% of our meadows have
been lost nationally and so a primary aim of our work is to celebrate, protect and conserve the few
remaining meadows that we have, and enable better understanding of these crucial habitats and
their management to local communities. There are many wonderful floodplain meadows along the
Nene Valley and since starting this project, new wildflower meadows have been discovered in the
Nene floodplain.
Next year we will be organising training workshops on native wildflower identification with visits to
some fantastic traditional meadows in Northamptonshire to help provide us collect botanical
records for restoration sites.
We’re also able to offer free Mid Tier and Higher Tier Countryside
Stewardship advice and assistance to farmers at any stage of the application
process and can provide funding for spaces on pesticide (PA) training
courses at a variety of training centres.
More information is available to view on our webpage:
wildlifebcn.org/farming-future. If you would be interested in getting
involved
in
this
project,
please
do
get
in
touch:
helena.darragh@wildlifebcn.org, 07540 670229.
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Body and Paint Refinishing Specialists
Car / Van / Bike
Dents / Scuffs / Scratches / Alloy Wheels
Smart Repair / Crash Repair / Custom Re-Spray / Restoration
Aluminium / Steel / Plastic / Glass Fibre / Carbon Fibre
PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTE
07483 893339
prideandjoyautos@gmail.com
Watling Street, Paulerspury, Towcester, NN12 6LQ
*FREE COLLECTION /
DELIVERY IN KISLINGBURY
15 Years Experience
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Outgoingness and our Contemplation!
By the time you read these words I expect you will have received or be thinking of sending
the annual Christmas Cards! Perhaps you will receive or send traditional cards or perhaps one
of those all-singing-all-dancing e-cards, but how do you respond to them all. Sometimes the
complete absence of any personal touch can be a bit disappointing, like a couple of my
friends of many years simply sign their card with their names! However, occasionally a card
arrives with a bit of news from an old acquaintance with whom we thought we’d lost contact
and I hope are delighted.
This month, against the background of one of the most challenging years in over half a
century, we once again turn our minds to the true meaning of Christmas. Luke’s Gospel
features a number of messages from God delivered by various messengers with high drama.
The message receives very different but equally valid responses.
Firstly, the Angels (the word means “messenger”) bring word of a newly born child, “a
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord”. Our flashiest e-Christmas card fades into obscurity in
the light of this display of angelic glory. The first, last, and never to be repeated, Christmas
spectacular, and who is there to receive it? A bunch of poor and uneducated shepherds, but
they act upon what they’ve heard and set off in search of the child.
It’s part of popular Christmas tradition that the higher-brow wise men bring costly gifts to
Jesus while the poor shepherds bring nothing but themselves. But this is not true to the story.
What the shepherds bring is God’s message from the angels and, we are told, everyone who
heard it was “amazed”. The shepherds strike us as straightforward faithful people who, when
they see God at work and hear good news, are stirred into action, searching it out and sharing
the message with others in a bold, uncomplicated way. They are last seen going on their way
glorifying and praising God, a fine example of a godly way of life.
Now we turn to Mary. She must have found the shepherds’ words especially profound. They
echo the angel Gabriel’s earlier visit to Mary, foretelling of the birth of Christ the promised
Messiah! Now the child has been born and, while he appears ordinary enough, his
extraordinary nature is affirmed by more angels via the humble shepherds. However, Mary’s
response is very different from that of the shepherds, she “treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart”. She’s not quick to tell others what has happened; perhaps it’s
too personal and intimate. Even her joy seems restrained, only surfacing when she visits
Elizabeth (the Mother of John the Baptist). Nor does she draw conclusions from these
prophetic words and strange events. Mary’s “treasuring” of these things suggests she is
keeping hold of them before God until their meaning and importance become clear at some
point in the future. She is patient, faithful and thoughtful.
The shepherds’ open, uncomplicated response to God comes from the heart, it’s a great
state to be in and we should all desire such an attitude and encourage it in others. Boldness
and enthusiasm are infectious and motivating, this unusual Christmas let's show boldness
and enthusiasm in rediscovering the joy of the shepherds once more!
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Nevertheless, Mary offers not enthusiastic activism but contemplation. This too is very
necessary as we reflect once again on the Christmas story. There is always mystery in the
Christian faith, not least in the celebration of Jesus’ birth: God born as a man. However, deep
“pondering” or reflection over time yields new insights into the centre of the Christian
message! Some exciting, some disturbing, but all enriching. God’s ways are often a puzzle but
we are to treasure what he has given us and ponder it in our hearts.
I can’t finish without referring to the final “message” in this reading, if a “sign” counts as a
message. According to the angels, “This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” A reminder to us all, God’s message is not simply a
matter of receiving words but comes in the form of a person: Jesus, the man who is God; it is
our response to and relationship with this Jesus, whose birthday we are celebrating, that
counts with God and that gives meaning to our shepherd-like outgoingness and our Mary-like
contemplation.
Have the best Christmas you can possibly have in the light of the gift of God’s Son to each and
every one of us.
Stephen French, Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe

KISLE RUNNERS
Large group runs are temporarily suspended due to Covid-19, however,
we have been successfully running in maximum groups of 6 people, staggered
starts and socially distanced to comply with government restrictions.
Want to run with a friendly social running group?
Why not come and join us on a Sunday morning?
Everybody welcome: beginners, intermediates and the experienced.
I’ve noticed a lot more runners around the village during lockdown.
Why not continue your new fitness regime…come and join us!
Every Sunday we meet at Kislingbury playing fields and whilst
the restrictions are still in place, we run at: 8:00am, 9:00am, 9:10am.
All ages are welcome ‒ we ask only that children be accompanied by an adult.
Don’t forget the buggies!
NB: Contact Lawrie on: 07885 562672 if you want to run,
you will be added to a list of runners, and put in a suitable group.
NB: Please wear appropriate clothing!
If you’ve never run with us before, why not give it a go?
“It’s not about being the best…it’s doing your best”
Like us on Facebook: @Kislerunners
Check our FB page mid-week for the Sunday run as well
as any additional news!
For further info: message via FB page
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST LUKE
It is usually at this time we reveal our full Christmas
Programme of Services and Events.
However, all plans and programmes are, for want of a better
expression, up in the air!
Because of the uncertainty we need to be flexible and
adaptable in an ever changing environment!
Please keep your eyes on all social media, the village website,
and your post box!
Stephen French
Kislingbury & Upton Baptist Church (KUBC)
All church gatherings including Sunday services,
prayer meetings, small groups,
tots groups, etc. are suspended until further notice.
Join us at our live streamed services at 10.30am
each Sunday morning via Zoom.
This can be accessed through our website
www.kislingburyanduptonbaptistchurch.org
email: admin@kislingburyanduptonbaptistchurch.org
Tel: 07931436852
St Patrick’s Catholic Church Duston
Under the lockdown regulations we are unable to offer
Mass as a public act of worship.
Services from the cathedral are live streamed from
https://northamptondiocese.org/live/
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Opening Times:
Monday
Tues/Wed/Thurs
Fri/Sat
Sunday

Closed
10am - 5pm
9am - 5pm
10am - 1pm

Find us on Facebook
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