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Section 1 Introduction 
 

The Equality Act 2010 (the Act) places a duty on all public authorities in the exercise of their 
functions to have regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, to advance equality of 
opportunity, and to foster good relations between persons who have a “protected characteristic” 
and those who do not. 

 
Equality Impact Assessment 
Equality Impact Assessment is the systematic analysis of a policy or policies, in order to identify the 
potential for an adverse impact on a particular group or community, in particular those with a 
protected characteristic. It is a method of assessing and recording the likely differential and/or 
adverse impact of a policy on people from different groups so that if a policy results in unfairness or 
discrimination then changes to eliminate or lessen the impact can be considered. 

 

 
 

This document presents the results of the assessment of the Kislingbury Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (NDP) to ensure that Kislingbury Parish Council is satisfying its statutory duties in 
this regard. 

 
 

1.1 Aims of the Equality Analysis                                                                                                          

The purpose of the analysis is to increase participation and inclusion, to change the culture of 
public decision-making and to nurture a more proactive approach to the promotion of 
equality and fairness at the heart of public policy. The aim in conducting the analysis is the 
promotion of fairness and equality of opportunity and thus it is the outcomes that are of 
primary concern. 

 
The sections below consider the goals and objectives of the Neighbourhood Development Plan and 
then assess the impact of policies and proposals on groups with protected characteristics. 

 
 

1.2 Methodology                                                                                                                                          

An assessment has been made on whether the NDP has a positive, negative or neutral impact 
on each of the protected characteristics (in so far as data is available). A brief justification of 
the policies and proposals in the Neighbourhood Development Plan, and notes of any 
mitigation, has been provided. If the impact is negative, this is given a high, medium or low 
assessment. It is important to rate the impact of the policy based on the current situation (i.e. 
disregarding any actions planned to be carried out in future). 

 

High impact a significant potential impact, risk of exposure, history of 
complaints, no mitigating measures in place etc. 

 
Medium impact some potential impact exists, some mitigating measures are in place, 

poor Evidence. 
 

Low impact almost no relevancy to the process, e.g. an area that is very 
much legislation-led. 

 
 

“Protected characteristics” are defined in the Act as age, disability, gender reassignment, 
pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation. 
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1.3 Kislingbury Village Current Social Status 
 

• Most of the Parish use Bugbrooke Health Centre, however, some of the residents use Camp 
Hill, Timkin and other local surgeries. The manager of Bugbrooke Medical Practice was 
interviewed and did not feel that approximately 50 more houses in Kislingbury would have a 
high impact on their resources. However, more houses in neighbouring villages plus the 
possible impact of 3000 houses planned for the very close Northampton SUEs (JCS Plan) may 
start to stretch resources beyond present capacity. 

• An increase in young families will put more pressure on child welfare services such as 
immunisations, practice nurse resources and midwives. 

 

1.4 Strengths, Weaknesses, and Opportunities 
 
Strengths 
 

• Volunteers from the village carry out a prescription collection service for those in the 
community who cannot get out or would find it difficult to collect 

• There are no known social problems due to poor housing conditions 
• There is a good service from community care e.g. Midwives, district nurses 
• There are three Public Houses, one general stores including Post Office and one butcher 
• There is a Bus service to Tesco twice a week 
• There is a weekly visit from the Mobile Library service 
• There is a Society for the over 50s Residents – KOFS – that meets weekly for Coffee mornings, 

and other social events actively supporting the elderly and infirm. 
• The Sun Public House hosts a cycle club and book club.  
• The Olde Red Lion Public House also hosts a cycle club a ramblers club,  and has coffee 

mornings.  
• There are many community clubs in the village, and many use the Village Hall. There are 

Sports Clubs including, a Bowls Club, a Cricket Club and Football Club.  There are many more 
that all help to bring the community together  

  

Weaknesses 
 

• No youth Clubs. E.g. Brownies, Scouts, no direct activities for Kislingbury adolescents  
 
Opportunities 
 

• Bus to other large shops such as Sainsbury’s at Six Fields , 
• There is a need to advertise community facilities more widely, especially to new residents. 
• Need to engage with youth.  
• An increase in low cost or smaller housing for elderly and vulnerable may result in a greater 

need for visiting professionals such as chiropodists, opticians etc, 
• The Sun and the Olde Red Lion could hold more community ventures such as regular coffee 

mornings etc. 
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Section 2 Baseline Data         

 

 Data for Kislingbury is available for the following protected characteristics: age, disability, race, 
religious belief, and sex. Data is not readily available for the following protected characteristics: 
gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, and sexual orientation. 

 

Unless stated otherwise the data source is the 2011 Census. 
 

2.1 Population 
 
 
 

 In 2011 there were 1237 people living in Kislingbury. 
 614 or 49.6%% of these were male, and 623 0r 50.4% were female. 
 Comparable figures for the UK were 49.3% male and 50.7% female 
. 

Kislingbury has a slightly higher proportion of people: Kislingbury UK 
• aged 0-15 yrs 19.6% 18.9% 
• older than 65 yrs 18.6% 16.3% 

And a slightly lower proportion of people of working age. 
 
 

61.8% 64.8% 
 

• 2.8% of the Population of Kislingbury is economically inactive due to Long Term Illness or 
Disability. This is compared to the percentage for the South Northants District of 1.7%.  

 

• In April 2015 there were 9 people in Kislingbury receiving Job Seekers Allowance.  
 

• 2.2 Ethnic Groups 
 
• The Profile of Ethnic Origin for Kislingbury in 2011 was: 

 

 
These figures indicate that Kislingbury has a Population of 22 Persons of Non-white origin. This is 
a percentage of 1.8% of the Population.  This is much lower than the National Average of 14.3%. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Population (2001 and 2011): Kislingbury Parish and SNC 

 2001 2011 Change 
(2001 – 2011) 

% Change 
(2001 – 2011) 

Kislingbury 1221 1237 + 16 +1% 

SNC 79,293 85,189 +5896 7% 

Ethnic Group  

 

All categories: 
Age 

Age 0 to 
24 

Age 25 to 
49 

Age 50 to 
64 

Age 65 and 
over 

All categories: Ethnic group 1,237 366 386 244 241 
Asian/Asian British: Total 9 4 2 2 1 
Black/African/Caribbean/Black British: 
Total 

2 0 2 0 0 

Mixed/multiple ethnic group: Total 10 4 5 1 0 
Other ethnic group: Total 1 0 0 0 1 
White: Total 1,215 358 377 241 239 
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2.3 Religion 

Religious belief in Kislingbury is weighted towards Christianity: 

  

Religion 

 

All 
categories: 
Age 

Age 0 to 
15 

Age 16 
to 24 

Age 25 
to 34 

Age 35 
to 49 

Age 50 
to 64 

Age 65 
to 74 

Age 75 and 
over 

All categories: Religion 1,237 242 124 95 291 244 132 109 

Christian 835 142 70 58 194 163 113 95 

Buddhist 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Hindu 4 0 2 0 0 1 0 1 

Jewish 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Muslim 4 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Sikh 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Other religion 4 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 

No religion 296 74 42 31 74 61 7 7 

Religion not stated 93 25 9 3 21 18 11 6 

 

The non-Christian residents comprise only 1.05% of the population in total compared to 8.26% in the 
UK as a whole. The Breakdown of the Main Religions is shown below: 

          Kislingbury UK 
               Christian 67.5% 59.38% 

 Muslim  0.32%  5.01% 
 Hindu  0.32%  1.52% 
 Buddhist  0.00%  0.45% 
 Sikhs   0.08%  0.79% 
 Jewish   0.00%  0.49% 

. 

0.32% of the population were from other religions. 

 
23.92% of people in Kislingbury declared no religion  
 
7.52% did not state their religion. 
 

2.4 Gender 
 

• Of the total population in 2011 of 1237, 614 (49.6%) were Males and 623 (50.4%) were 
Females. 

• 5.5% of the population in Kislingbury was aged 0-4 years, compared to 6.25% in the UK. This 
suggests that the proportion of people with young families is smaller in Kislingbury than it is 
nationally and that pregnancy, and maternity rates are also lower than the national average. 

• Gender reassignment and sexual orientation are generally invisible characteristics for which little 
reliable data exists at local level. 

 

2.5 Summary 
 
In summary Kislingbury has: 
 
• a slightly higher proportion of young and old people than the national average; 
• a significantly lower proportion of persons with incapacity or with limitations on their day-to-day 

activities than nationally; 
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• a much lower proportion of non-white persons than the national average; 
• a much lower proportion of people who practice religions other than Christianity than nationally; 

and 
• a lower proportion of people with young families than the national average. 
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Section 3 Goals and Objectives of the Kislingbury Neighbourhood Plan  
 

The NDP will provide a framework of policies and proposals for the development of the village to 2029. 
 

The West Northants Joint Core Strategy Plan allocates 2,360 houses to the Rural Villages of South 
Northhants District, over the plan period 2014-2029. 

 

The NDP allocates a site for approximately 40 new homes by 2029, which is sufficient to meet the 
needs of the Village over the Plan Period (see Housing Needs Assessment document). 

 
3.1 Goals 
The NDP contains seven goals, each of which has a related set of objectives which the 
Neighbourhood Plan seeks to attain. The seven goals are: 

1. To provide existing and future residents with the opportunity to live in a decent home. 
2. To minimise the impact of new development on the surrounding countryside, 

landscape, and ecosystems. 
3. To reduce harm to the environment by seeking to minimise pollution. 
4. To ensure that Village Community Spirit is enhanced 
5. To ensure road traffic congestion does not get worse 
6. To enhance the prospects for local business enterprise and employment. 
7. To maintain the character and vitality of the village. 

 

Goals 2, 3, and 5 impinge no differently upon persons with a protected characteristic from anyone 
else in the Neighbourhood Area; each goal seeks to achieve environmental benefits for all members 
of the community. 

 

Goals 1, 4, 6, and 7 support policies and proposals which might affect persons with certain 
protected characteristics differently from how they might affect the general population. In each 
case Goals 1, 4, 6, and 7 aim to create an environment which would benefit persons with 
protected characteristics by providing decent homes, by making village facilities more accessible 
to those with mobility problems, or by enhancing the prospects for local employment. 

 

3.2 Objectives 
 
The NDP Objectives based on these Goals: 

 

3.2.1 Housing (Goal 1)  
POH1 To provide a limited amount of new housing to meet local needs; including a greater 

range of affordable/low cost housing for Kislingbury residents. 
POH2 To provide a mix of housing types including smaller homes for elderly villagers wishing 

to downsize and for young singles, couples or families needing their first home. 
POH3 To ensure that new development is of high quality design, is built to a high 

sustainability standard and reinforces local distinctiveness. 
POH4 To ensure that the design and location of new development is resilient to the effects 

of climate change and flooding. 
 

3.2.2 Pedestrians, Traffic and Transport (Goal 4 &5)  
POT1 To link all developments to the village centre with footpaths, where appropriate.  
POT2 To position new development such that current problems with congestion, parking and 

road safety are not exacerbated and, if possible, reduced. 
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3.2.3 Economy (Goal 6) 
POEC1 To encourage and support home working. 
POEC2 To provide local low cost market housing for local employees. 

 
3.2.4 Community (Goal 7)  

POC1 To give preferential access to some new homes for people with a strong local connection. 
POC2 To integrate new housing into Kislingbury such that today’s rural look and feel is 

maintained. 
POC3 To provide homes for younger people and young families and so counter the growing 

demographic imbalance. 
POC4 To preserve important village assets. 
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Section 4 Impact of Policies on Groups with Protected Characteristics  
 

The NDP aims to create benefits for everyone who lives, works, shops, or spends leisure time in the 
village. This will be achieved by developing new and better housing, particularly affordable housing 
and smaller housing, enhancing the prospects for local employment development, preserving social, 
community and leisure facilities, improving access to local services and facilities, and preserving and 
enhancing the quality of the environment. 

 

Groups with the various protected characteristics will be affected in different ways by the 
Neighbourhood Plan and the purpose of the analysis in this section of the assessment is to identify 
how various groups will be affected and whether the proposals and polices in the NDP will 
adversely affect disproportionately those in the groups with protected characteristics. 

Without exception where policies in the Neighbourhood Development Plan do have an impact 
on groups with protected characteristics, it is a positive impact and not a negative one. 

 
 

4.1     Age     

The Neighbourhood Development Plan recognises the need to provide and protect play facilities 
for children when new development is being considered. 

• Policy C1 Green Space and Landscaping seeks to retain areas of open space within any new 
development. 

• Policy C2 Assets of Community Value ensures that proposals that will harm any of the 
many Community Assets in the Parish will be strongly resisted. 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan also recognises the need to provide local affordable housing for young 
adults when they leave home: 

• Policy H2 Homes for Sale to Local Residents seeks give local young people an early 
opportunity to purchase market housing before it is released for general sale. 

• Policy H3 Affordable Housing requires a maximum 50% of new housing development to be 
Affordable. 

 

With regard to older people there are a range of housing policies which recognise and seek to 
meet their needs: 

• Policy H2 Homes for Sale to Local Residents seeks give local older people an early 
opportunity to purchase market housing before it is released for general sale, giving them 
an opportunity to downsize and stay in the village. 

 
This is reinforced by: 

• Policy H5 Size of Homes which requires new development to favour smaller dwellings with a 
mix of 3 bedrooms and 2 bedrooms,   

• as well as some1 bedroom dwellings. 
• Policy H6 Lifetime Homes Standard all developments of new homes provided to meet the 

current Lifetime Homes standards, which will allow occupants to live independently in their 
homes as long as possible. 

 

A commonly expressed concern of older people is the security of their environment. 
• Policy D1 Good Design requires new developments to incorporate the principles of  Anti 

crime and Safety to ensure that a safe and sustainable community is maintained. 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan also contains policies which seek to improve and retain key facilities and 
services used by older people: 

• Policy C4 Community Facilities and Services supports the provision of additional community 
facilities and services in the village. 
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• Policy D1 Good Design requires access to local facilities and public transport links to be via 
convenient, direct paths suitable for those pushing a pushchair, in a wheelchair, walking 
with a stick or walking frame or using a mobility scooter. 

 

4.2    Disability  
The needs of persons who are disabled or who have limited mobility are recognised in: 

• Policy C3 Broadband - Fibre to the Premises which seeks to improve the provision of high 
speed broadband, which will be of particular benefit to persons who have restrictions on 
their mobility by improving access to home-based employment and to online goods and 
services. 

Where new development is provided: 
• Policy D1 Good Design requires that it be inclusive, i.e. designed to accommodate the needs 

of a wide range of people including the disabled. 
• Policy D1 Good Design requires access to local facilities and public transport links to be via 

convenient, direct paths suitable for those pushing a pushchair, in a wheelchair, walking 
with a stick or walking frame or using a mobility scooter. 

• Policy H6 Lifetime Homes Standard requires all new homes to meet the current Lifetime 
Homes standards, which includes satisfying standards of accessibility, usability and 
adaptability required by disabled persons. 

 

4.3     Maternity and Pregnancy                                                                                                               
Key issues for women who are pregnant or who have young children are access to appropriate 
housing, flexible employment, and access to facilities including health, developmental play, and 
recreational facilities. The Neighbourhood Plan has policies which help meet all of these needs: 

• Policy H3 Affordable Housing requires a maximum 50% of new housing development to be 
Affordable, which will help people starting a family to get a house of their own. 

• Policy H5 Size of Homes requires that new development should favour smaller dwellings with a 
mix of 3 bedrooms and 2 bedroom dwellings, as well as some 1 bedroom dwellings which will 
make available low cost houses for young families wanting their first home. 

• Policy C5 Fibre to the Premises seeks to improve the provision of high speed broadband, 
which will be of particular benefit to young mothers by providing a means of working 
flexibly from home, and to online goods and services. 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan also contains policies which aim to retain, and improve access to, key 
facilities and services used by young mothers and their children: 

• Policy C4 Community Facilities and Services supports the provision of additional community 
facilities and services in the village. 

• Policy D1 Good Design requires access to local facilities and public transport links to be via 
convenient, direct paths suitable for those pushing a pushchair, in a wheelchair, walking 
with a stick or walking frame or using a mobility scooter. 

• Policy T2 Pedestrian Footways requires all new housing developments to provide safe 
pedestrian access to link up with existing or proposed footpaths, ensuring that residents 
can walk safely to bus stops, schools and other village facilities. This will be of particular 
benefit to mothers with young children. 

 

4.4     Race                                                                                                                                     

 Non-white ethnic groups are a small proportion of the population in Kislingbury – in 2011 only 
4.5% of the population was non-white and within this there are several groups with different 
ethnic origins. 

 

Non-white ethnic groups can experience difficulties around discrimination (sometimes leading to hate 
crime), language, health and well-being, deprivation and culture. 
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A public realm designed with safety in mind will minimise opportunities for hate crime. The 
Neighbourhood Plan seeks to ensure that new development follows good urban design principles 
and provides safe and inclusive public environments. 

• Policy D1 Good Design says that poor quality design which fails to respect the connections 
between people and places is inappropriate to its location. 

• Policy D1 Good Design requires new developments to incorporate the principles of Anti 
crime and Safety  to ensure that a safe and sustainable community is maintained. 

 

4.5     Sex     

The Neighbourhood Plan contains no specific policies or proposals for any particular gender. The 
Neighbourhood Plan has been written to provide equal opportunity to both sexes in respect of the 
provision of development and access to facilities. 

 
Neither sex is disadvantaged by any of the policies and proposals in the Neighbourhood Plan; on the 
contrary both sexes will benefit equally from the implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
 

4.6      Religion, Gender Re-assignment, Sexual orientation  
Key issues for religious groups are discrimination relating to employment, housing and the provision 
of services, and their portrayal in the media. 

 

Key issues for gender re-assigned people, gays and lesbians are personal relationships, transphobia 
and/or discrimination, and hate crime. 

 
The Neighbourhood Plan does not and cannot directly address the social attitudes that are involved 
in these problems. However, it does seek to provide a built environment which is open to all, with 
a safe public realm which all social groups can access and use equally. 
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Section 5 Human Rights 
 

The European Convention on Human Rights, to which the UK is a signatory, guarantees the rights and 
freedoms of individuals. There are fourteen Articles to the Convention as well as three more in 
Protocol 1. Not all of these Rights and Freedoms are appropriately addressed in a Neighbourhood Plan. 
However, all are listed below, and those that are relevant to the Plan are identified. How the Plan 
addresses each of these is shown. 
 
Articles. The Articles highlighted are those that are considered relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan. 

1. Obligation to respect Human Rights - achieved by way of the UK Human Rights Act 1998. 
2. Right to life 
3. Prohibition of torture 
4. Prohibition of slavery and forced labour 
5. Right to liberty and security 
6. Right to a fair trial 
7. No punishment without law 
8. Right to respect for private and family life 
9. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion 
10. Freedom of expression 
11. Freedom of assembly and association 
12. Right to marry 
13. Right to an effective remedy 
14. Prohibition of discrimination 

Protocol 1  
1. Protection of property 
2. Right to education 
3. Right to free elections 

The UK Parliament enshrined these Rights and Freedoms into UK Law through the Human Rights Act 
1998. 
 
Article 8. Right to Respect for private and family life. 
Goal 1 of the Plan supports this Article by stating that the NDP aims “to provide existing and future 
residents with the opportunity to live in a decent home”. 
Attachment F – The Sustainability Assessment, to Appendix F, The Basic Conditions Statement, shows 
how the Plan Objectives POH1, POH2, POH3, and POH 4 are met by the Plan Policies. 
 
Article 9. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion. 
Kislingbury Parish has a very vigorous Community life with many societies supporting a wide range of 
activities. There are also two Places of Worship in the Village with active congregations. The Village 
supports several sports clubs which give outlets to the energies of all ages. Nothing in the NDP Policies 
in any way restricts the freedom of thought, conscience and religion of any of the Residents. All these 
aspects of the Parish are supported by Policy C2: Assets of Community Value 
 
Article 10. Freedom of Expression. 
The process of developing this Plan has been anchored in the bedrock of Consultation with the 
Community. Appendix E to the NDP is the Consultation Statement. This document is testament to, and 
evidence of, the commitment that existed throughout the Plan development to soliciting and listening 
to the views of all Residents and other interested Parties. At all times these views were documented 
and taken into account whether supportive of the Plan aims or not. This openness of communication 
and the documentation of all views demonstrates a commitment to the Freedom of Expression that 
exists in the Community 
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Article 11. Freedom of assembly and association. 
Whilst Parish life is far removed from the type of assembly and expression normally associated with 
this Article nevertheless the proof that the Village fully subscribes to the spirit is evident from the very 
large number of Societies, Clubs, and Associations that exist to meet all the interests of Residents. 
Nothing in the NDP Policies aims to limit this freedom. Policy C2: Assets of Community Value aims to 
protect the environment in which freedom of expression and assembly can flourish. 
 
Article 14. Prohibition of Discrimination. 
Section 4 of this Document adequately covers how the Plan addresses the need to meet the 
requirements of this Article. 
 
Protocol 1 Article 1. Protection of Property. 
This Article is about the Freedom and Right to peaceful enjoyment of Property. Kislingbury is a Rural 
Village Community where the countryside and tranquillity are highly valued. Peaceful enjoyment 
encompasses many aspects and the NDP aims to create the conditions that meet the requirements of 
this Article. Policy C1: Green Space and Landscaping aims to protect the Rural Look and feel of the 
Parish. Policy C4: Community Facilities and Services aims to limit the impact of such developments as 
far as noise, fumes smell, other disturbance, traffic problems, and parking so that existing residents do 
not have their peace and enjoyment compromised. Policy HE1: Historic Environment seeks to protect 
the historic heritage of the Village and countryside so that this may continue to be enjoyed by future 
generations of residents. Policy H6: Lifetimes home standards is the way that the NDP aims to prolong 
the ability of residents to continue to live in their homes by making it adaptable to their changing 
circumstances. 
 
Protocol 1 Article 2. Right to Education. 
Kislingbury has a Primary School which is highly valued by the Community. It is actively supported by 
many charitable events that take place each year. Policy C2: Assets of Community Value exists to 
protect these, of which the school is one. By ensuring that the school continues to exist and receives 
the support of the Community the NDP is meeting the requirements of this Article.  
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Section 6 Conclusion  
 

The NDP provides a strategy for the development of the village, and a range of policies and 
proposals, which will result in positive benefits for many parts of the local community with 
protected characteristics: older people, young people, mothers to be and with young children, 
disabled people and those with limited mobility. 

 
The NDP does not explicitly address the needs of racial or religious groups, or transgender, gay or 
lesbian groups, or women. The Neighbourhood Development Plan does make equal provision for 
affordable housing and for a range of housing, and seeks to provide additional social, community 
and leisure facilities which will benefit these groups equally. It also seeks to provide a safer 
environment, particularly a safer public realm, where people with protected characteristics will be 
less liable to be subject to hate crime. 


