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Section 1. Introduction ¢ why do we need a Character Assessment

The Landscape and Village Character Assessment aims to identify those aspects of the Parish and
Village that we wish to see preserved and enhanced through the Neighbourhood Plan. It also will
identify aspects of design and building that are considered less than appropriate given the
surroundings and characteristics of the Location in which they are found.

Section 2. DesignPrinciplesand Key Interest Areas
Listedbelow are the KeylnterestAreasd Y L whizlashouldinfluenceany new developments within
the Parishof Kislingbury.

Maintain and Enhance the Look and Character of the Village (KIA 1)

9 Policies which influence the design of new houses so that they fit into the varied character of the
Village, which &s developed over centuries, with the oldest houses being built of golden
ironstone, and with later parts of the Village having their own unique look.

91 Policies which protect the Conservation area from poor designs which do not fit the Character,
and protect the views into and out of the Conservation Area.

91 Policies which keep Kislingbury as a separate community from the growth of Greater
Northampton.

9 Pdicies which keep the Village Confines as they will be after the Neighbourhood Plan, and the
development proposals in it, is approved by the Village.

Housing (KIA 2)

1 Policies to maintain the diversity of the Village population by ensuring that new hassing
provided for young people, lower income families, and older people.

91 Policies which encourage small scale developments on infill sites, as well as development that
delivers Housing which meets the needs of Villagers.

91 Polices which ensure that the chatar of building is sympathetic to local tradition in terms of
material and scale.

1 Policies which ensure that all new building, and improvement in older buildings, meet standards
in terms of quality and efficiency in the use of services of gas, waterglantticity, and that
standards such as Lifetime Homes Standards are adopted.

Economic Development (KIA 3)

The constraints of the Village LocatigM1, River Nene Flood Plain, proximity to Northampton

commercial facilities, and the Village lay@uneanthat the possibility of developing commercial and
employment opportunities are very limited.

1 Policies which create an environment which fosters and encourages small, home based businesses

of the right kind, which do not create increased HGV Trafficutwi, or Noise, and which do not
affect the character of the Village by needing large commercial premises.

1 The positive environment will support the existing Village services (which include Pubs, Shops,
School) which will be encouraged to develop theiihaties, and to offer employment to Village
Residents of all ages.
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Natural Assets, Open Space and Countryside (KIA 4)
1 Policies which conserve and enhance the rural character of the village, and preserve the open

fields surrounding the Village.

1 Policies which protect the Village Greens as open spaces within the Village confines, as they
provide vital community benefits.

91 Policies which ensure that all Villagers have access to the Village facilities and services, and Open
Countryside, through Fapaths and Cycle Paths. Kislingbury has a rich heritage of Sports Clubs,
and the Playing Fields are a Community Asset which will be protected. The Health and Wellbeing
of Residents will be a priority.
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Section 3. Descriptionof Village

3.1. Location

Thevillage of Kislingburyis located about 4 mileswest of the centre of Northampton. Despiteits
proximity to Northampton,it hasretainedits identity asa villagecommunityand there is a distinct
& 3 NB S gapt beBaedn the villageand thetown. Thiscontrasts withother communities suclas

DustonandKingsthorpewheretheir separateidentitieshavebeenlost.

The parish has an area of 560 hectares.Northampton Boroughforms its Easternboundary,with
the village parishes of Harpole, Nether Heyford, Bugbrooke and Rothersthorpe forming its
northern, westernand southern boundaries respectively. The northern boundary with Harpole

parish followghe courseof the infant RiverNene.

Sinceits constructionin 1959, the areaof the parishhasbeen effectivelydividedin two by theM1
Motorway, which runsin an eastsouth-eastto westnorth-westerly direction. However the village
community is entirely to the north of the motorway, with only a few isolated farmhouse® the

southof it. Map 1 showsthe parishboundary.

KIS

LINGBURY CP

Map 1: Boundaryof the parishof Kislingbury.
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3.2. Landscape Assessment

The followirg extracts from the JCS WedbrthantsLandscape Sensitivity and Green

Infrastructure Study Main Repagive a very good overview of the Landscape, Habitats, Flood

Zones, Heritage, and archaeology.

Kislingbury falls into the Study Area 4 of the JCS Study which is designbleakeagalley

West (see Mapl below)
T .

£

Kislinghury

Partlatal

NeneValleyWestis dominatedby the BroadRiverValleyFloodplainlandscapecharacter
type, with small areasof UndulatingHills and Valleysat the northern and southern edges.
Further west towards Kislingbury,the landscapeis very flat with few clear views of
either Northamptonor the surroundinglandform

Nene Valley West includes the Upper Nene Catchmentand Watford Gap Environmental
Character Type, and the Broad River Valley Floodplain LandscapeCharacter Type.The
majority of this Study Area is within the Major and Minor Floodplains.The Biodiversity
CharacterTypesinclude some LiassicSlopesand Cropped Claylands NeneValleyWest is
dominated by the Major Floodplainof the Middle Nene and the Minor Floodplainof the
Upper Nene.Both are associatedwith the relatively broad River Nene flowing through a
wide floodplain which floods periodically. Seminatural grasslandhas been retained in the
floodplain, with particularly fine examplesat BugbrookeMeadows SSSIOn either side of
the Nene Floodplainare areasof LiassicSlopesand CroppedClaylandswhichhavebeen
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used more intensively for agriculture with a resultant loss of biodiversity. Nene Valley West

contains a mixture ofFragmented Parliamentary Enclossrand C.19'  Parliamentary
EnclosuresWwithinthe urbanareaare NeneValleyLWS jncludingthe Wildlife TrustReserves
at { G 2 NIPsyataDuston Meadow. These are considered to be of highrmedium
sensitivity. Further west, towards Kislingbury are extensiveareasof grasslandadjacentto
the RiverNene,which are PWSsconsideredto be of medium sensitivity. An area of
parkland at Upton is also consideredto be of medium sensitivity. ThisStudy Area has
views acrossthe open Nene Valleyfrom the north and south, and is therefore considered
to be of high-medium sensitivity. The landform is slightly more enclosedaroundandto the
west of Kislingburyput this areais attractive countrysidewhere developmentwould appear
incongruous.The whole of this Study Area s therefore consideredto be of high- medium
sensitivity.

NeneValley West: The River Nene is surroundedby a broad band of Flood Zone 3 (high
sensitivity), with some areas of Flood Risk 2 (medium sensitivity) at the edges of the
floodplain. There are also severalPAMSassociatedwith this section of the Nene Valley.
BiodiversitySensitivityanalysisshowssites of high-medium sensitivity associatedwvith open
water and wet meadowalongsidethe RiverNene. Theseinclude{ i 2 NJ/Pitsanyt Quston
Mill Wildlife TrustReservesand other LocalWildlife Sites. Furtherwest, towardsKislingbury,
the Biodiversitysites alongsidethe Nene are consideredto be of medium sensitivity. High
sensitivity Cultural Heritage sites in this Study Area include the urban Historic Core of
Northampton, non-registeredparklandat Upton and Kislingburwillage ConservatiorArea
Upton Mill (Scheduledvionument) is also of high sensitivity. Thereare also severalsmaller
medium sensitivity Cultural Heritage sites including extensiveareas of ridge and furrow
around KislingburyThe vast majority of this StudyAreais consideredto be of high-medium
sensitivityin Landscapend Visualterms, due to the long and relatively open views across
the Nene Valley. There is a small area of elevated land around the stadium, which is
consideredto be of high sensitivity. Analysisof Flood Zonesand Minerals Sensitivityshows
a band of land on both sidesof the RiverNenethroughthis StudyAreais of high sensitivity
due to its flood risk. Themajority of high sensitivity designationsin this Study Area are
associatedwith the RiverNene,andreflectits Biodiversityvalueand flood risk.

Specific aspects of the Landscape and Green Infrastructure:

w  SSSINone,althoughBugbrookeMeadowsis immediatelyoutsidethe Core Study
Area.

w  LNR:StortonPits (Floodedgravelpit- habitat for insectsand over wintering birds.
Oldditch isimportant habitat for rare insects)

w LWS:Severalsites, including Nene Valley gravel workings (over wintering birds

and wet grassland)

WTR{ ( 2 NRiBaidDaustonMill Meadow

PWS:Several,includingpart of Grand Union Canal,parklandsite at Upton, and

extensiveareaof wet meadowseastof Kislingbury

ListedBuildings:DustonMill; Upton village;Kislingburwillage

SM:Upton (x2) Desertedmedievalvillage

SMUpton Mill

ConservatiorArea:Kislingburwillage

Ridgeand furrow: SeverakitesaroundKislingbury

Known ArchaeologicalAssets: Numerous, including buried remains of Saxon/

Medieval Northampton

Parksand GardensUpton

Routeof Turnpikeroad A 4500

CountryPark(proposed):Upton

€ €

eegeegegee

€ g€

Pages of 80



Wildlife TrustReservesf (i 2 NRitBaidDaistonMill Meadow

Parkor Greenspacever 20 ha: 3 no. (eastand west Upton, and Upton Mill)
LocalAccessiblésreenspaceKislingbury

Other Accessiblé&Sreenspace4 no. urbansites,includingstadium.
NeneValleyWayand GrandUnion CanaMWalk LongDistanceRoutes
CountyCycleRoutelinks Kislingburywith Rothersthorpeand Harpole

Network of local footpaths and bridleways, but no crossingsof the Nene
between Kislingburyand Upton Mill.

Proposed SustransConnect2 Route and Link between the Grand Union
Canal and Northamptontown centre

egegegeegee

e

As thename suggests the River Nene contributes significantly to the distinctive, rural

landscape of this area. The river channel is bordered by relatively broad bands of alluvium
combined with sands and gravels, and a limited amount of clays over a more asgicdb

siltstone and ironstone rich marlstone. The river rises from the ironstone hills to the west of
Northampton and flows gently eastwards through a broad shallow valley created by this
geology towards the town. The scale of the valley today is disptiopate in comparison to the
watercourse indicating that in the past a larger river flowed through the area. The river valley is
generally sparsely settled with occasional farms and houses sited on sloping land away from the
floodplain. Downstream of Flerthis changes and significant settlement and built development

is evident including that at Kislingbury which is situated immediately adjacent to the floodplain
and the course of the river. Historically the area around Kislingbury comprised fieldscaphs wh
were predominantly of 18 century parliamentary enclosure origin. These fields would have had
typically straight boundaries and were generally rectilinear in shape. The majority of this type of
enclosure took place in the latter half of thel8th centwrith the common land of Kislingbury
being enclosed by an Act of Parliament of 1779. Intermixed within these were the more irregular
shaped fields of earlier origins. Ridge and furrow of the-grelosure fields is still evident on

the ground and can bedced from the air in places within the parish. On the floodplain of the
RiverNenea f AIKGf & NIAAaSR OANDdz I NJ WAaftFYyRQ 2F | ff
only 100m across has been reported. This is recorded as having slight ridgeranddiuit and
indicates that almost every available piece of land was cultivated at some time (RCHM,
1982).Modern fields created by the removal of hedgerows also exist and are a response to the
modern arable farming practices which dominate the landscamarad today's village and
elsewhere in the lower reaches of the river valley

See Appendig for Maps retited to Landscape Character Assment.
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3.3. Layoutandappearance

Kislingburyis approachedfrom the main A4500road to its north by an unclassifiedroad,
which crossesthe river Nene over an ancientstone bridge. Immediatelyover this bridge the
road becomesthe villageHigh Street. The original villagegrew up around the High Streetand
the parallel ChurchLaneand BeechlLane (originally BackLane),all running north to south,
together with farmhouses along Mill Road, which runs west from Church Lane. Later
developmentshave infilled much of the availableland within the original layout and also
extendedthe villageto the west. BeechLanehasremainedthe easternboundaryof the village
development,with no buildingson its easternside. The overall result of its developmentis a
village of compactdesign,with well-defined confinesand no tendencyto stragglealong its
approachroads.Map 2 showsthe layoutof the village.

s X7V BT Newood t
~Z_ T Mx&fﬁ/“d J%\E

e =8

Y 2N 7?. CAdge

Map 2: Kislingbury

Building styles within Kislingburyinclude spacious17" century stone farmhouses,Victorian
cottagesin stoneor brick, postwar socialhousing,and moderndevelopmentsn stone, brick or
a combinationof the two. While the designof villageclearlylacksarchitecturalcohesion, the
diversityof its stylesaddscharmandinterestto its appearance.

3.4. Historicaldevelopment

Thebasiclayout of streetsin the village,up to andincludingthoseaddedin the 20th Century, is

shownin Map 3 below.
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Ee Survey 100019331
.

Map 3: Streetlayout of Kislingbury.

3.4.1 Earlydevelopment

A community at Kislingburywas already in existenceat the time of the Domesday
Book,although no traces of occupationthis far back can still be found. The oldest
buildingis the 13" Centurychurch,St[ dz] St&hdirgat the bottom of ChurchLane.
Adjacentto the churchis the Old Rectory(now a private house),built in 1710/1720.
Of the other building of the 16", 17" and18" century,onlythe largefarmhouseshave
survived.Theseinclude The Elms, theLaurelsand Holly Bankin the High Street, The
Chaseand Warwick Housein Mill Road Severalhouseshave retained their thatched
roofs,includingTheSunpublichouse.
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St[ dz| &haréahKislingbury

3.4.2 19" Centurydevelopment

The basicstructure of the village remained unchangedduring the 19" Century,with
Beech Laneand Mill Lane markingthe easternand western limits of the community
and no buildinggo the southof BugbrookeRoad/ TheGreen/ CampLane(the northern
boundaryof the village alwaysbeing the RiverNene).Housesbuilt during this period
were accommodatednto the existingroad structure. Until the beginningof the 19"
Century all buildingsin Kislingburywere made of the local ironstone, with the first
brick-built housebeingerectedin Mill Roadin 1825.Many others followed, including
terraced cottages for out-workers for the boot and shoetrade, whichhad replaced
agriculture aghe main sourceof employmentin the village.

3.4.3 20" Centurydevelopment

Although infilling of the preexisting road structure continued during the"20entury

(and still does so), the #Century saw the confines of the village expand both
westwardsand southwards.Duringthe m b H theXigst houseswere built alongthe

south sideof TheGreen andBugbrookeRoad,and this continuedinto the m p 0 /AISA P
in the m b 0 @R street of 26 localauthority houses,TwigdenRoad wasbuilt off to

the southsideof BugbrookeRoad.The national housing shortage following the end

of the 2" World War resulted in the building in 1949 of another new street,
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Millers Close,acrossthe end of TwigdenRoad, adding0more housesandfurther
extendingthe villagesouthwards.

TwigdenRoad

Extension of the village confines westwards from Mill Lane occurred with the
constructionof three new roads, Dukes Green Road Nene Way and Willow View.
(Theseall lie to the north of BugbrookeRoad.)Nene Way, built in about 1956, saw

further developmentin the m cb ¢ wit@ &he constructionof a groupof 200ld LIS 2 LI S Q&
bungalowsaround a green. All have level access.Willow View included two two-

storey blocksof flats (eight in total). Willow Viewwas subsequentlyextendedfurther
westwards,with the addition of a number ofchaletstyle semidetachedhouses,
detachedhouses and bungalows.Thisdevelopmentstill marksthe westernextremity

of the villageconfines.

Thefirst part of Willow Viewto be built
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OldLJS 2 Lluiy&dwson NeneWay

Them dbc an@r p T sa@te constructionof three new estatesof modern housing
within the confinesof the originalvillage.Thesethree developmentswvere all brick-
built. RiversideCourton the entranceto the villagefrom the north, addedfive large
detachedhouses,somebackingonto the river Nene. The Orchard leadingoff
ChurchLane,added 25 new four- bedroom detachedhousesin a new close,plus
four of the samestyle fronting onto ChurchLaneandthree onto HighStreet.Hall
Closeadded23 neo-Georgianstyle four/five bedroomhousesmostlyon anewclose
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off BeechLanebut with five fronting BeechLaneitself.

RiversideCourt

TheOrchard
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HallClose

In the m ¢ g fa@Qran2w large detached houseswere built on old allotments at the
bottom of HallClose While theseare of a different architecturalstyle from the original
neo-Georgian housesthey form a separate developmentand do not detract from
the cohesionof the originaldevelopment.

Also in the m ¢ b ar@ther new road was added: Lichfield Close. Thisis a small
developmentof 9 houses,of varying size and style but all built in local ironstone.
Lichfield Closevasanotherinfill developmentwithin the existingvillageconfines.

Asignificantdevelopmentin the late m ¢p chwaGtle buildingof AshbyCloseto the south
of BugbrookeRoad.Theold village hall, originallya Land Army hut, had stood on this
sitesinceits constructionduring World War I1. It had becomebeyondeconomicrepair,
so the decisionwastakento replaceit with a new VillageHall, financedby the salefor
housingof adjacentland. Its significancewas two-fold: firstly, for the first time since
the m pn Jt &d&endedthe village confinesto the south and secondlythe housing
was lower-cost smallterraced houses.Thiswas the first developmentwhich was not
large detachedhousessincethe extensionof Willow Viewnearly30yearsearlier.

In additionto the new roadsaddedto the village,infilling continued,alongwith several
conversion®f barnsandother farm buildingsinto residentialproperties.

AshbyCourt,with the VillageHallin the background.
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AshbyCourt

3.4.4 21%'Centurydevelopment

The confines of the village will be extended further southwards following the
constructionof Watts Close a new developmentof 25 housesto the south of The
Green. Theseinclude 10 affordable housesand one bungalowwith disabledaccess

Theremaininghousesare all large (four/five bedroom)detachedhousesconstructedin
amix ofironstoneandbrick.

Watts Close

Infilling hascontinued,with a new estate of five large (5 bedroom)detachedhousesin
brick andironstone,BlackberryClose havingbeencompletedin 2014.Thesewere
built on land,formerly allotments off ChurchLane A further developmentBallaster
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Gardens of five 4-5 bedroomdetachedhousesjs currentlyin constructionon anew
Qoseoff Mill Lane.

BlackberryClosein constructionof ChurchLane,April 2014

Ballaster Garden@ constructionoff Mill Lane,early 2014
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3.5. Conservatiorarea

The area centred on the village church became a Conservation Akgail 991

The following Text is mainly extracted from the SNC Report gn he Management of the
Conservation Area dated January 2014. :

What does conservation arestatus mean? $ §
Conservation area status providémse opportunity to pr e theprotection and enhancement

th
)l

1

of the special character of the areBesignatiorconfers a general contralver development

at could damagehe area's character. The details fm@éex but can be summarised as:

Most demolition requirepermission and will be re dtife building/structure makes a
positive contribution to the aga.

Some minor works are no long@rLJISNXY A G 0 SR RSO Sequrdpladifigi ¢ | YR 6 A
permissionExamples include externaladding, satellite antennas amstme extensions.
Most works to trees have to beotified to the Local Planninguthority for its
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consideration.

9 Generally higher standards désign apply for new buildingsd alterations to existing
ones.

Spatial Analysis

Open spaces form an essential element of parts of the conservation area and help to define its
character. The KislingbuGonservation Area includes several green open spaces of varying sizes
located within and around the village. A number of these are registered as common land and are
of importance. A number of these important spaces take the form of village greens including
those found in the southern part of the conservation area around which several historic

odzAtft RAy3aa FNB aSd +ryR GKFG G2 GKS Srad 2% {4 [
focal points within the village. Near to the Mill alongside the RivareNs a small green space

from which views of the open countryside can be gained across the mill pond and the river itself.
The floodplain to the river to the north of the settlement also represents an important open
space within the conservation area; ofiem which the settlement first developed. This ancient
flryR LINPGARSA Iy FFGGNYOGAGS GNIYyaAdGA2y Lt &LI OF
and the parliamentary enclosure landscape to its north. Much of the floodplain is associated

with the Church and the Rectory and was, and still is, planted with some attractive mature
vegetation including Willow, Oak and Yew trees. These are home to a variety of animal and bird
species. There are also a number of verges and open spaces located withiltatie

particularly to the north part of the High Street, which continue the sense of openness created
by the greens and adds a rural quality to the areas in which they are found. Hedgerows also form
another important feature as they provide a strong aistinct form of enclosure where there is

little or no built form. A number of large mature trees can be found within the conservation

area. These make a strong contribution to the character of the area especially on the areas of
common land which haversumber of trees growing within them helping to create a leafy

guality to the area. There are also a number of trees found within private gardens which help to
create defined boundaries to the road and to limit the views out of the conservation area. This
adds tothe sense of definition of thetreetscapeOther trees of interest are founidcated

within the garden oKislingbury Hall and Cromweélbttage. These trees makesignificant and

positive contribution tathe area and have been protectedth TreePreservation Orders

meaning that consent from the Lod@lanning Authority is required beforeorks to them can be
undertaken.Trees within a conservation area alsave a similar level of protectiomhere the

Local Planning Authoritpust be informed in witing prior toany work being carried out. This
however, only applies to trees thaave a stem diameter of 75mm above when measured at
1.5mabove ground level.

Scale and Massing

The built environment within the conservation area is relatively fine grained with most historic
buildings set close to the pavement or slightly back behind mid height walls. Throughout the
conservation area the spacing between buildings varies with ditento be greater between

the properties located aroundihe GreenKislingbury has been subject to a number of modern
developments and infilling occurs throughout the village. Such development generally takes the
form of detached or semidetached propersiéwo storeys in height. The majority of these are

not however included within the confines of the conservation area. On the whole most
LINPLISNIASa gAGK GKS O2yaSNBIFGAZ2Y | NBIF FNB f 20l
ridge lines following theoad alignment. There are however examples of buildings set gable end
to the road as well as those set back within their plots. This changing juxtaposition of buildings
adds significantly to the character of the conservation area. Throughout the areaniggilare
principally of two or two and a half storeys in height. A domestic scale also reflected in their
massing with most footprints being fairly linear. These linear buildings usually have a fairly
narrow footprint with a wider frontage. Buildings of meosignificance such as Kislingbury Hall,
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Warwick House and The Old Rectory have a larger mass than that more commonly seen
throughout the village. Those buildings, which have all been listed as a result of their special
architectural or historic interesdre set back within their plots and are surrounded by boundary
walls or hedges which reinforce a sense of enclosure and built form along the main roads.

3.6. Currentsituation

Accordingto the 2011 census,Kislingburyhas a population of 1237. This figure had not
increasedsignificantlysincethe previouscensusn 2001,but will haveincreasedsince2011 with
familiesnow occupyinghe new developmentsof Watts Closeand BlackberryCloseln 2011 this
population was divided amongst 517 households,an averageof 2.5 people per household.

With recent developments,includingWatts Close,BlackberryCloseand Ballaster Gardenthe
numberof householdds estimatedto haveincreasedo 544.
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Section 4. Amenities and facilities

4.1. Access

Themain accesdo the villageis via a de-classifiedroad (previouslythe B4525)whichleads south
from a roundabouton the main A4500road running from Daventryto Northampton. Entryinto
the village is over an ancient stone bridge crossingthe river Nene. This road becomesthe
village High Street, before turning west and becoming The Green and then BugbrookeRoad,
which leads out of the village towards Bugbrooke3 km away. At the western end of the
villagea modern bridge carriesthe road over the M1 Motorway. Thesewo bridges,ancientand
modern, define the limits of the built-up area. Thereis alsoaccess fronthe southeag viaaminor
roadfrom Rothersthorpe.

TheHighStreet, TheGreenand BugbrookeRoadtogetherform the mainroute for traffic into and
throughthe village.Thisroute is markedred in Map 5 below.

Kislingbury

Map 5: Main traffic route through the village

Acceswia the A4500to the north puts the centre of Northampton at about 8km away, while
Junction16 onthe M1 motorwayis4 kmto the west.

4.2. Transportlinks
Asalreadynoted, accesdo the motorway network is only 4 km away at Junction16 of the M1.

Thevillagehasa regularbusserviceto Northamptonand Daventry with 15 busesper dayin each
direction during weekdaysand six on Sundays.The bus route through the villagefollows
the redlineon Map 5 above.

Accesdo the rail network is via Northampton Station,approximatelyé km away,whichis served
by the localbusservice.
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4.3. Utilities
The villageis suppliedwith mains gasas well as electricity. Water and sewerageservicesare
provided by Anglian Water: while the former is satisfactory the latter is not, and there are
concerngthat any additionaldevelopmentswill overloadthe inadequatesewerageand drainage
systems. Telephone services are satisfactory but internet accessis slow and well below
currently acceptablestandards.Thisis a serioushandicapfor local businessesand

Homeworking Mobile telephony coveragewithin the villageis very patchy on somenetworks.
Terrestrial TV coverageis poor, resulting in most houseshaving tall and unsightly chimney
mountedaerials.

4.4. Shops
The village currently has one combined general store and post office, which is strugglingto
surviveagainstcompetitionfrom supermarketson the westernedgeof Northampton.Situated in
Church Lane, it provides a valuable service for the entire village, but especiallyto those
without cars,mothersat homewith children,andthe elderly. Thereisalsoalocald dzi OK SN a & K 2
inl 2 R A.8n@&ith more limited openinghours.

4.5. Restaurantsand pubs
The village currently supportstwo pubs, The Suninn and The Olde RedLion. Both pubs are
locallyownedand managedThereis alsoa pub/restaurantCromwellCottage,part of a national
chain, which attracts considerableclientele from outside the village.

4.6. Sportandleisure
Thevillageis fortunate to possessa large PlayingField, which includesa O K A  RlbyGeq &
football pitches,a cricketpitch anda bowlinggreen.Theplayingfield, whichopenedin 1972, is
outside the village confines, to the Eastof BeechlLane.Includedin the area are changing
roomsand a club-housefor footballers,a cricketpavilionand a club-housefor the bowlsclub. A
recent extension has added spacefor a secondfootball pitch to accommodatethe growing

numberof youthteams.
»"v» S 2 . v

Villageplayingfield, showingthe O K A  RIbyAIgaQ &
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In 1997 the new VillageHall was opened,which providesone large and two smallerrooms for
socialfunctions,clubsand societiestogetherwith a well-equippedkitchenand storagefacilities.

TheVillageHall

In addition to the sports clubsfor football, cricket and bowls, numerousclubsand societies
function within the village, including an Arts Club, an Amateur Dramaticsgroup, a wine-
tastingcircle,andamalevoicechoir.

Recentlythe village has acquired a plot of land, adjacentto the playingfields, for use as
allotments,whichhavebeenenthusiasticallyakenup.

4.7. Schools

Thevillage primary schoolcurrently has 145 childrenof primary schoolage. Originallybuilt in
the 19" century, it was considerablyextendedin the m i T 10 @héet the demandsfrom the
growth of the village population, and currently has capacityfor 165 children. Any significant
expansiorof the numberof youngfamiliesin the villagewould createcapacityproblems.

Secondargchoolings providedat CampionSchooin Bugbrooke.

Pre-schooleducationis carriedout by voluntaryplaygroupsn the VillageHall
4.8. Openspaces

While the village has a compactand closedlayout, within it are a number of greenswhich
contribute greatly to the attractivenessof the village. Someof these are extensivelyused
duringthe annualtwo-dayvillagefete.
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TheGreenand BugbrookeRoad

4.9. Footpathsandbridleways

Within the villageconfinesthere are a number of footpathswhich crisscrossthe street layout

and provide short-cuts for pedestrians Aswell as being attractive featuresthey also serveto
separatepedestriandrom roadtraffic.

Outsidethe village confinesthere are a number of footpaths crossinglocal farmland. These
includethe NeneWaylong-distancefootpath (Badbyto TheWash).

Camp Lane, surfaced road oithe south eastem extremity of the builtup area, continuegast

out of the villagetowards Northamptonasan unsurfacedbridleway.It now linksin to the new
developmentsat Upton.

4.10. EmploymentOpportunities

Originallyan agriculturalcommunity, Kislingburyis now predominantlya dormitory, with most
of the working population employed in Northampton or further afield. However some
agriculturalemploymentremains. Within the village the school, shops,pubs and restaurant
all provide some employment. There is a small industrial developmenton the edge of the

village adjacentto the M1. Collins Fireplaces,ocated in the former Mill, attracts custom
from acrosghe Midlands.
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Section 5. Buildingsand styles

5.1 Character Areas

Kislingbury is not a Village with a common characteriti€act it is very varied, and it is this

variety that is part of the charm of the Village. However, in order to assess the character of the
Village we have iddified the Areas and will reviethe Characteristics of each. It will be necessary
to take these into account when assessing Planning Proposals to ensure that the Area retains its
character.

Whilst sharing many common features the character and special interest of the Kislingbury
Conservation Area varies as you travel through the village. Aisglayg different characters and

their significance is derived from a combination of differing factors. As such the Kislingbury
Conservation Area has been divided into six sub areas known as character areas, as seen in the
Map below. Some of the charactereas are not physically connected but have the same intrinsic
character and have therefore been grouped. Similarly the parts of the Village that are not included
in the Conservation Area create their own Areas of Character
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| |I] The Green
2| High Street
‘ - St Lukes
The Lanes
[ 5 | The Mmil

8 The Floodplains

Areas outside th€onservation Area can be identified as:

Ee Sug 100019331
S

1. Beech Lane
2. Hall Close

4. Bugbrooke Road, Watts Close, and Ashby Close
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6. Willow View
7. Twigden Road
8. Millers Close

5.2 Conservation Area Characté&reas

Area 1¢ The Green

This character area is focused along The Green and part of Bugbrooke Road and is a mixture of
open space and large set piece buildings. As Kislingbury is apprdaaimeBugbrooke in the

south, the road opens out onto the firgtf a series of greens and marks the start of the
conservation area. At the junction of Church Lane and The Green there is a large, attractive Grade
Il listed, 18th century barn. This barn faces directly onto one of the greens and is a striking feature
andstrong reminder of the agriculturabots of the village. Another striking building in this area is
The Elms which again faces on to one of the characteristic greens. This building was originally a
farm house thought to date to the 17th century, it was largely rebuilt in the early 19thcentury and
extensively remodelled in 1886 into the large building that can be seen today. Behind this imposing
building are the agricultural barns and buildings which would have originally served the farm
house. The Green character area has a rural feel with magriai buildings grouped along its
length. Remaining agricultural buildings can be seen and add to the special character of the area,
these and the large open spaces are most important features and should wherever possible be
retained.

Key characteristicsoVillage greens and grass vergasmited amount of modern paraphernakia,
Groups of historic buildingsAgricultural buildingsyStrong hedgerows and boundary walis,

Views of the countrysideyTrees.

Key ways to retain charactewRetain green spacand views of the countrysid@Retain trees,
hedgerows and boundary wallsl.imit the insertion of any footpaths, overhead wiring or street
lightswLimit developmentpRetain or reinstate traditional windows, front doors and other detalils.
Key opportunities and threatsoOpportunity to enhance the public realm with improved surface
and kerbing materialsyThreats to character caused by development in or around the greens.
Area 2¢ The High Street

This character area is centred arouth@ High Street and ewists ofbuildings set close to the
pavementedge as well as those set back witttieir plots behind boundary wall3his changing
juxtaposition ofouildings adds significantly to theharacter of the areal’he built form has a strong
horizontalemphasisand is a mixture ofietached and terraced buildingghich add variety to the
streetscapeBuildings and structures line bosfides of the road, creating a strongegnse of
enclosure in sharpomparison to the more open senaeound the village greens.

Key characteristicswStrong built formepVernacular style with a domesticale and massingT'wo
storey buildinggpProminent use of ironstoneBoundary wallsySignificant trees found mainly in

the private realnwRegular building line, separatéam the highway by footways.

Key ways to retain charactewRetain and reinstate traditionalindows, front doors and other
detailswThe retention of simple vernaculaonstruction and detailingpNew development should

be builtclose to the highway in ordéo maintain a strong building lin@Maintain simple

vernacular styleand details seen elsewheteRetention and maintenance dbundary walls.

Key opportunities and threatssOpportunity to enhance publiealm with improved road and
footpath surface meerialswThreat to historic character witloss of traditional materialg)
Opportunities to enhance thstreetscape by under groundirmyerhead cables and reducistreet
clutter.

Area 3¢ St[ dz] SQa

This character area is focused around the northern section of the High Street and includes the
Kislingbury Bridge, the Church of St Luke and several detached historic properties. Kislingbury
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Bridge, which crosses the River Nene, marks the start of theeogatson area in the north and the
crossing is thought to have 16thcentury origins. Prior to reaching the northern end of the High
Street the road winds through a small area of mature trees before opening up onto a triangular
green. Here the view is domited by a large 18th century stone house, the former rectory, with its
outbuildings, coach house and dovecote all listed. The garden walls in this area form an attractive
backdrop to the green, and beyond them is the Grade | listed Church of St Lukeswitlu$tual

cob boundary wall. The spire of the church is an impressive feature and can be seen from many
areas of the village. Boundary walls and the numerous mature trees found in both the public and
private realm in this part of the village are key feasito what makes this area special and should
be retained wherever possible.

Key characteristicsoKislingbury BridgexChurch of St LuketsQld Rectory and Dovecotetigh
quality buildinggpSubstantial detached buildingsProminent use of ironstonaStrong built
form,wWalls and trees creating intimate atmospheoSignificant trees found in both private and
public realmsypVillage Green.

Key ways to retain charactewRetention and maintenance of boundary walls and tree les,
Retention of open gren spacepRetention, reinstatement and maintenance of traditional
windows, front doors and other details.

Key opportunities and threatgbOpportunity to enhance public realm with improved surface and
kerbing materialgpThreat to area through loss of gsifjicant trees and boundary wallsThreat to
historic character with loss of traditional materials.

Area 4¢ The Lanes

This area is focused around the small surviving lanes in Kislingbury. These are Starmers Lane,
Church Lane and Mill Lane. Starmers Liareenarrow road leading off the top of the High Street,
running directly onto Church Lane. Both lanes have older small scale terraces and boundary walls
sitting tight to the road edge. The views north from these lanes are dominated by the distinctive
spirS 2F {04 [dz1SQad aAff [lyS gKAOK Aa atAiakate ast
intrinsic character of the narrow roads with building lines set close to the road edge is also
included.There isa mixture of both older cottageand 20th century housing along this lane which
marks the border between the older village and the majority of the modern housing estates.

Key characteristicsoStrong built formClusters of terraces created by changing topography,
Vernacular stylepyRegular building line set directly against footpatt8oundary walls creating
intimate atmospherapProminent use of ironstoneyMature trees.

Key ways to retain charactewRetain and reinstate traditional windows, front doors and other
detailspRetentionand maintenance of boundary walls.

Key opportunities and threatsbOpportunity to enhance public realm with improved surface and
kerbing materialgpThreat to historic character through the loss of traditional materials and
detailingwThreat to the speail interest with the loss of boundary walls and building lines and
views of the church.

Area 5¢ The Mill

This character area is focused aldvij Road and its junction with Church Lane. As Church Lane
passes the village shop and joins Mill Road anothangular green is found. This green is

bordered by the 17th century Homestead and set behind this the Sun Inn, an attractive 18th
century ironstone building with a thatched roof. Adjacent to this building is Rose Cottage, which is
thought to be one of thdirst brick built buildings in the village. From here Mill Road bends
gradually westwards back towards the River Nene and Kislingbury Mill. Across the mill pond
pleasant views of the countryside can be seen. Opposite the pond is the Baptist Chapel,
constucted in 1828, which is set gable end to the road.

Key characteristiceoDetached high quality buildingsClusters of terraceaVernacular styley
Prominent use of ironstone but brick also presaiBpundary wallsyGreens and vergeas,

Hedgerows and trees.

Key ways to retain charactemRetain or reinstate traditional windows, front doors and other
detailspRetention of strong built forneyRetention of boundary walls.
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Key opportunities and threatsbOpportunity to enhance public realmith improved surface and
kerbing materialapOpportunity to rationalise street clutter, traffic calming measures and signage
where appropriatepThreat to historic character with loss of traditional materials and features in
particular windows.

Area 6¢ The Flood Plains

This character area is focussed around the ancient floodplains to the wedtof the settlement.
These represent an important historical space within the context of the village on which settlement
is first believed to have originated during the early medieval period. The floodplains provide an
attractive and tranquil space assoadtwith wildlife and represent an importaiansitional space
FNRBY G(GKS aSGitSYSyidiQa odzAfid F2N¥Y (2 (G0KS wAGSNI bS
the floodplain is associated with the Church and the Rectory and was and still is planted with
attractive mature vegetation including Oak, Yew and Willow trees.

Key characteristiceoOpen green spac@Mature vegetationoWildlife habitat.

Key ways to retain charactewRetention of the open character of the spaoRetention of
vegetationwEnsurefuture flood defences are afn appropriate charactemControl over uses and
activities which would damage its special character.

Key opportunities and threatsbOpportunity to plant new trees of appropriate species in suitable
locations to ensure the chacter of the area is maintained.

5.3The Rest of the Village
Character Areas

1. Beech Lane

This area is focused around the most easterly lane of the Vitlégenerly called Back Lane. Itis a

narrow lane and runs virtually from the Bridge over the River Nene up to Hall Farm in Camp Lane at

the end of Beech Lane. On the east side can be foukdS Sy G NI yOS (2 GKS tflF @Ay
Play Area, the Allotments, Football Club, Bowls Club and Cricket Club. The dwellings are all on the

west side of the lane and the majority are detached witrassyarea from their front walls to the

edge d the Lane. There are a mixture of older cottage$! @&ntury housing and barn conversions

Ff2y3 GKS [IyS gKAOK YINJa G4KS SR3IS 2F GKS zAffl
Key Characteristics*Grass verges, *Trees, *Mature hedgerows, *Two pairs of semidetached
cottagedwellings, *Substantial detached dwellings in a variety of designs, *Walls built in old local

stone, *Prominent use of ironstone but matching coloured brick also present.

Key ways to retain character*Retain grass verges and hedgerows, *Retention oftSpoeas,

FLIAYAG RSOSE2LIYSYy(> FOYAadNB Ft22R RSTFSyOSa I NB |
between Village and Northampton is maintained.

Key opportunities and threats *Threats to character caused by development on east side of Lane.

2. HallClose

Hall Close is on the eastern side of the village and leads off BeecHtliaaenodern development

of 23 4/5 bedroom neo Georgian detached houses built in the 1970's. Five of the houses front onto
Beech Lane. The architecture and layout isdgpof the period with Georgian style windows and

open plan front gardens. There is one section of high brick wall and one section of high hedge,
both provide privacy to rear gardens. In addition, at the northern end of the Close, there are four
large detzhed houses which were built in the 1990s. These were built in a different style but are
separated from the original development by trees.

Key characteristicsTypical 1970s neo Georgian architecture. Built in red/buff brick with Georgian
style windows. Wlde open plan frontages and regular building line set well back from the road. All
properties have a garage and off road parking.
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Key ways to retain characteRetain open plan front gardens with no new walls or high hedges.
Maintain window style and frameolour (white). Maintain building line.

Key opportunities and threatsThreat to character from replacement windows, extensions in
inappropriate style and porches forward of the building line.

3. The Orchard

The Orchard is a cde-sac in the centre of the village and leads off Church Lane. The entrance is
wide with large visibility splays, which is in marked contrast to the narrow section of Church Lane
where the two roads joinlt isa modern development d?5 detached houses built in the 1970's. In
addition there are four houses, built as part of the same development, which front onto Church
Lane. The architecture and layout is typical of the period with large picture style windows and open
plan front gardes. There is one section of high brick wall which provides privacy to gaeden.

Also, there are two sections of old stone wall where the narrow Chapel Lane cuts across.

Key characteristicsTypical 1970s architecture. Built in buff coloured brick 8itime hanging

styles and large picture windows. Wide open plan frontages and regular building line set well back
from the road. All properties have a garage and off road parking.

Key ways to retain characteRetain open plan front gardens with no new \sair high hedges.
Maintain window style and frame colour (white). Maintain building line.

Key opportunities and threatsThreat to character from replacement windows, extensions in
inappropriate style and porches forward of the building line.

4. BugbrookeRoad, Watts Close, and Ashby Close

Bugbrooke Road

This area is focused along both sides of the Bugbrooke Road as the village is approached from
Bugbrooke in the south west .1t is lined with a variety of differently designed houses; detached,
semidetached, and terraced. There are small greens on bothssiéiéhe road

Key characteristiceo { YI f f 3AINBSya FyR 3INIaa @OSNASazw |
{2YS K2dzaSa 6A0K KAAG2NAROFET NUzNIf AKSRa Ay
Key ways to retain charactewn wS Gl Ay 3INBSY aLJ} OS baundar@i | Ay
grfftazw [AYAU GKS AyaSNIAz2y 2F lyeé F2204L) 6K
Retain or reinstate traditional windows, front doors and other details.

Key opportunities and threatso ¢ KNS Ga (2 OKIF NI QinSrjoudd theda SR 0 &
greens.
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Watts Close

This isa new development 025 brick and traditional stone dwellings comprising of fourfiv

bedroomed detached houses as welltes affordable dwellings including one bungalow. The

development parallels the Bughoke Road and The Green as far as Rothersthope Road

Key characteristics)a A ESR o NAO|l YR aG2ySs w Rdz0] LR2YyRksShH |
side.

Key ways to retain charactew NB G F Ay GNI RAGAZ2Yy It FSFddz2NBaTw NBGLF
Drainage ditch on Th&reen side must be kept clear

Ashby Close

Modern terraced red brick houses leading to Village Hall and Car Park. The new Watts Close

development now lines the East side of Ashby Close.

Key ways to retain characten  NB G Ay |y R SE(b3YiRgeHAIOA T AGASA LINR DA

5. Nene Way and Dukes Green Road
Nene Way
Nene Way links Willow View and Dukes Green Rib&inot in the villageonservation aredt has
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a mixture of properties including 1 andb2droombungalows which are occupied by over 50's and
owned by South Northants Homes. The bungalows all have their own private rear gardens and a
small area at the front. Each bungalow leads onto a communal green area/open space which is
complimented by benchesd trees. Many of the properties have adaption's including ramps and
rails to assist the residents who reside there. The remaining houses in Nene Way consist ef 4 semi
detached properties (privately owned) at the lower end of the Way, 6 privately owned sem
detached and 2 privately owned detached properties at top end. The area has adequate lighting
and a grit bin which is central to the Way. The river Nene runs at the bottom of the street which is
an important and unique feature to the whole village.

Dukes Green Road

This is a small link road between Mill Lane and N&fag which ends in a cdle-sac The road

gained its name due to the land on which it was built which was knovidukes Green Furlong

was known as this since medieval times. The propsntiiow are a mixture of modern builds and
original council owned properties which are mainly privately owned now. This is not a conservation
area.

6. Willow View

As its name suggests Willow View was built on land previously occupied with Willow Trees;
however it was called Dukes Green Estate originally. It is surrounded by fields which are privately
owned and mainly used for horse paddocks and livestock. The river Nene runs at the bottom of the
Willow View. The newer properties started to be built in @26d the first occupiers moved in
October 1966Mr and Mrs N Cooke at Number 63 (they still live there to date). The properties are
a mixture of semdetached two, three and four bedrooms, 8 maisonette two bed roomed

properties at the bottom overlookinghe River Nene were built in the 1950's and a row of now
privately owned terrace properties, previously South Northants council owned opposite the Mill..
There is a row of five garages which are rented out to local residents owned by South Northants
Council Collins Fireplace's occupies the Mill building and there is a house adjourned to the
business. Prior to the Collins family starting the fireplace business the mill was run for corn
grinding. The river Nene is an important feature in the villagehasdprovided the village, for
thousands of years, with a unique resource for children, adults and the whole community. Children
and adults use the river for fishing and leisure pursuits. The annual duck race is held there every
year. Historically the rivewas used for sheewashing and in the preparatory to milling.

7.& 8 Twigden Roadand Millers Close

The building of the former Council houses on these two roads began in 1954, although there were

two wooden houses built earlier that were a presémm a grateful Sweden, just after WW11.

¢CKSNBE Aa I avyrtt NBONBFGA2Yy | NBIF 0SKAYR aAffSNRa
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Section6.0  Architectural AnalysisConservation Area

6.1 Building age, type and style

Many of the buildings within the Kislingbury Conserva#iwea date from between the 18and

19" centuries, but there are also a number of examples that date from tiecg&#tury. Most

properties are of a local vernacular style and scale, with some agricultural buildings remaining. A
number of buildings are estructed with high gables resulting in steeply pitched roofs. These
properties are either thatched or were most likely originally thatched and had the roof raised to
accommodate a new roofing material.

6.2 Materials

The predominant building material ftihe conservation area is a local orangey coloured ironstone.
The use of this traditional building material helps to create a sense of unity throughout the
conservation area. The ironstone is utilised in a variety of properties including grander buildings
such as the Church and Kislingbury Hall along with many smaller scale vernacular houses and
cottages. The stone is laid in various ways from building to building but is commonly seen as
coursed squared or rubble stone. There are a number of interestingicdbuildings found within

the area. These contrast with the stone buildings more readily found adding variety and interest to
the built environment. The brick buildings tend to be of a later date than the surrounding stone
houses and an indication of &ange in taste and technology. Rose Cottage is thought to be the
GAEE1F3SQa FANRG ONARO] odzAfd K2dzaS FyR gl a 0O2YLX S
construction of the numerous boundary walls seen throughout the area. This is a contihuity
building material which creates a harmonised appearance and environment. Render is also found
on a small number of buildings throughout the conservation area. However, it is not believed to be
a traditional wall treatment and therefore not a charactgit feature of the area.

6.3 Roofscape

Slate and tile roofs dominate the conservation area having replaced earlier roof covers including
thatch. Examples of this earlier material can still however be seen on several notable properties
including The Sun inthe Homestead and The Nook. Today these buildings are generally finished
in combed wheat straw with decorative ridges and not the traditional and locally sourced long
straw that would have once dominated and been laid with a flush ridge. With a fevptexts

rooflines are generally simple and uncluttered, helping to reinforce the strong building line along
the street frontage. Older properties have multiple chimney stacks, regularly seen at the ridge on
the gable end or as central stacks. The majoritghdmneys are constructed of red or blue brick to
modest proportions and are functional in appearance. Stone chimneys are found but tend to be
utilised on the grander properties. A mixture of both stone and brick can be seen on a number of
properties addag to the interesting and diverdeoofscape

6.4 Windows

Casement windows are the most common style of windows within the conservation area and are
typical of the vernacular properties. Thesonly a limited number of surviving original windows,

as most have been replaced with modern alternatives. These windows are constructed in either
timber, metal or uPVC. Unfortunately modern replacements have found their way into a number of
older building, often storm proofed, causing harm to their character and appearance and as such
impacting on the significance of the conservation area. There are a number of sash windows in the
village as well as a small number of surviving stone and timber mulligihseiher fixed or part
opening framesDormer windows can also be seen through the conservation area, however these
are limited to only a small proportion of buildings and are therefore not a characteristic feature of
the area. Most upper floor windows ithe conservation area are set tight to the eaves or just

below and have a mixture of either timber, brick or stone lintels with stone, tile, mortar or timber
sills. The amount and size of windows seen in the conservation area are typical of traditional
vernacular buildings. The emphasis being horizontal and relatively small in comparison to the
amount of stone seen within the elevation.
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6.5 Doors and Porches

There are a mixture of both traditional plank doors and panelled doors found in the conservation
area, as well as modern replacements that have been partially glazed. A number of properties have
lightweight porches or small projecting canopies above doors. On the whole these are simple in
character.

6.6 Positive Buildings

The Map below identifies buiings which make a positive contribution to the character of the
conservation area. This contribution may be in one or more of the following wBy#idings which

LINE A RS S@PARSYOS 27F (i KSwBuMiBds & archiektdral el | YR RSOSf
Buildings with local historical associatianBuildings which exemplify local vernacular styles.

Groups of buildings which together make a positive contribution to the streetscape. There should
be a presumption in favour of their retention in all but eptional circumstances. A number of

these important buildings are listed as they are of national importance because of their historic or
architectural interest.

Bl oo suningwal

I:] Other Significant Building
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7.0 Architectural Analysis Outside the Conservation Area
7.1 BeechLane

BuildingAge Type and Style

Beech Lane is situated on the edge of the Nonthgide of the Village and looks out over the
playing fields. This street has a wide variety of different styles and sizes of houses. They range
from a ranch style bungalow, to buildings in the style of the original ironstone, to a series of
detachedhousesin the style of Hall Close, to a terrace of genuinely old periocagett, and other
impressive detahed houses in different styles.

Materials

Ranging from Wood clad, to Open Ironstone, to brick to plast@eredbrick. The variety of
materials usedn the construction is directly related to the variety of types and sizes of dwellings.
Overall this variety is very pleasing.

Roofscap
The Older buildings and Older style buildings have slate rGafiserally all the other buildings
have tiles of vadus styles.

Windows

Windows are extremely varie@ome of the modern houses have leaded windows in diamond or
square shapes. Others have more modern style windows with a central pane and two opening
windows on the sidesFrames made of woo®ne period ctiage has a very attractive multi pane
window attached to the upper wall of the gable end. (see image).
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Doors and Porches
Most doors have a covered Porch of some kind. Most doors are wood framed with Glass Panes
inset.

7.2Hall Close

Building Ageype and Style

The age of the buildings Hall Close ranges from the early 1970s to more receoiver Hall

Close is built in a very different style from the rest of this street. The lower part is a small
collection of brick built houses of substantiaesi All the buildings have a uniform colour of brick
and paintwork (dark brown) and are finished to a high standard. The rest of Hall Close consists of
houses which conform to the same basic design, but with variation added througlséseof

that design.The frontof the house is extended with a flat roof and this extension has a slatted
wood facing. One end is supported by a pillar. The use that thisesis put to varies from living
spaceto a double garage to a combination of both. Some of the hotses turned the flat roof

into a balcony with access from an upper room. The uniform style of the houses creates a very
pleasing atmosphere in the street, particularly as the gardens in the front of each house are open
plan.

Materials

All the houses itdall Close, of whichever type are brick built. The lower dwellings have bricks of
the same colour which are darker than those on the rest of the Close.

Roofscape

Theroofs of theHouses in the lower part are covered in a slate like mateAll the othethouses

are covered in Tiles of the same type and colour.

Windows

In the lower part of Hall Close the houses have multi pane leaded windowse variety of style
there are lead covered dormer windows with the same multi pane leaded windows. In the main
part of Hall Close the living area adjacent to the covered entrance has a large bay window with
multi pane frames made of wood or uPVC. Oa tipper floor several of the windows are framed
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by faux shutters. The windows aneulti pane made of wood or uP\W@th the side unitopening
and a central small window that opemerticallyat the top. Those houses that have a balcony on
the flat roof hae double doors that open on to the balcony.

,4 =
Doors and Porches
Doors in Hall Close, which ever part come in a variety of styles but generally are woloavand

some glass set in the frame. Those in lower Hall Close are painted dark Brown. Thosest the r
are white.

7.3 The Orchard

Building Age Type and Style

The buildings in Hall Close date from #arly1970s.The houses are built of brick, and have some
part of the frontage clad with slate like materidhe first building on the left as you entéhe
Orchard has a different style from the rest as it has a faux Tud&rtnit and is substantially

larger than the other houses.

Materials

All the Houses are constructed of bridlariety being added by the degree to which the brick is
covered inslate cladding.

Roofscape

All the houses have a covering of a similar slate like material to that whicded to cladhe
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Windows

Windows of the Houses are typical of the period with wood frames part opening and part closed,
some with a smablertically opening section.

Doors and Porches

Doors show a lot of variety in colours and designs. Some houses have covered areas at the door.

7.4Bugbrooke Road, Watts Close, and Ashby Close

Building Age Type and Style

The dwellings in this part ¢fie Village range from the very redefWatts Close), to the ladts

years (Ashby Court) and variety of agesBugbrooke Roadrhe Houses alorigugbrooke Road

range from Bungalows to medium to large brick structures to very old Iron Stone houses, to barn
conversions, to low cost council style houses at the lower end of the price range. Watts Close is a
very recent development with Houses of a uniform style albeit with a variety of finishes. Some of
the Houses have covered Car Ports and others normal gar8gme of the Houses access upper
rooms via an external staircase. Ashby Court is a very attractivefrblecks of Terraced houses
along the street which leads to the Village Hall. Part of the Ashby Cowtapevent fronts on to
Bugbrooke Road. See ig@to observe the differences in style from the main development.
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Materials

Along Bugbrooke Road the modern Houses are generally uncovered brick (one bungalow is
plastered). There are fine examples of the original period dwellings made fromar@sthe

barn conversions keep this themighe Council House style dwellings and lower prices houses are
a mixture of brick and pebble dash coveyiThe Houses in Watts Close amnixture of red brick

and yellow ironstone, the aim being to echo the sgyfeund in the Conservation area. Not all of it

is successful as the mix is totally random. On one side of Ashby Court there is a row of terraced
red brick houses in the style of Watts Close. Opposite these are the original Houses in the Court
which aremade of a light coloured sandyick echoing the sandstone in the original buildings.

The contrast between the two is not pleasing.

THE CREEN]

Roofscape

Roofs in Bugbrooke Road consist mainly of two types. Tiles for the more modern buildings and
slates for the older buildings. There is one barn conversion with tiles, and one of the older pebble
dash building$as slatesvhich are red in colour. The RoofsWatts Close are all of the same
material this being a slate like tile which reflects the roofs in the conservation area. In Ashby
Court there is an interesting variety of roof styl&ach block of terracedwkllings (5 dwellings in
each) has a centrabof feature which looks like a gable end with a peak to the roof. On each side
of this are two mini peaks creating a balanced look. The roofs are clad in a slate like material.
Upper part of the gable end has a pebble dash finish.

Windows

Along Bugbroke Road the variety of Widows reflects the periods in which the buildings were
constructed. The only thing worth noting is the Sliding sash windows in the older dwellings and in
the substantial barn conversion. One of the older period dwellings has dihéaair of stone
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bay windows. In Watts Close the Windows are the least attractive part of the design. They are
generally very small. Some of the houses have a ground floor style which is like a mini bay
window. The frames appear to be wood or uPVC.Whedows on the original houses in Ashby
Court are larger and suit the proportions of the stiwes better. The widows on the upper floor
under the false gable end have six panes all the other windows have 4 panes. Again the frames
are either wood or uPV.C

Doors and Porches

As with the Windows in Bugbrooke Road there is a wide variety of styles. Mainly of wood with
glass insets, some with colours. There is a very interesting covered door at the period dwelling.
The doors in Watts Close are generally of $hene style. Wood with a glass inset, though there is
at least one door which has more than just a small pane of glass. The colour is uniform
throughout the development. A dark green colour. The style of doors in Ashby Court is uniform. A
wood door with two long insets of glass with a leaded design inset. What makes it attractive is
that the doors are a range of different colours.

7.5Nene Way and Dukes Green Road

Building Age Type and Style

The centre part of Nene Way is made up of, on each side, pairs of semi detached retirement
homes. These aBungalowswith visible aids to assist the less able residents to use the stairs,
and with ramps where needed for wheel chairs. at each end of ttre=sare modern houses
constructed at different times of a vatieof styles, usually semi dethed. The Dwellings in Dukes
Green Road are at the lower end of the price range. Gendtadlyare semi detehed in a variety
of styles.
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Materials
In Nere way all the buildings are of Brick. Some are painted. The retirement homes have a portion
which is either painted or pebble dash cover@tie houses in Dukes Green Road are all of Brick
construction. Many of them have been painted in a variety of coloargovered with pebble

dash.

Roofscape

All the roofs of the houses in Nene Way are covered with tiles of a uniform dark colour. The roofs
of the houses in Dukes Green Road are covered in slate

Windows

The windows in Nene Way are generally made of uPVC with plain window panes. There are a
couple of houses with Diamond shaped leageshes. Thevindows of houses in Dukes Green

Road are generally small, and made of uPVC frames with plain window panes.

Doorsand Porches

The Retirement Homes in Nene Way all have similar doors of uPVC structure with two large panes
of glass. The other houses have a variety of Doors to suit the style of the house. Many have
interesting glass panes inset. Doors in Dukes Greed Barae in very may different styles.

Some areset in a small covered portico. The designs are varied and all have glass inset.

7.6 Willow View

Buildings Age Type and Style

Many of the Houses in Willow View are batayv style with upper rooms set intthe high roof
with dormer windows At the lower end of Willow Viewhere are more traditional detshed
houses of a basic design. Willow View extends to opposite the Old Mill and in this part of the
street the style is different with a long row of terrachduses opposite the Mill, and a row of
unsightly garages adjacent to other dwellings on the river side of the street.

Materials

The Bunglows in Willow View are made bfick witha range of different colours. Many of the
bungalows have interesting ste or wood covering to some parts of the brick work. The

detached houses are of brick with half of the upper gable end facing the street painted white. The
terraced houses opposite thdill are of brick construction with some parts clad in slate like tiles
The garages are a concrete eyesore next to brick constructed buildings.
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Roofscape

All the roofs of the dwellings in Willow View are covered with similar tiles.

Windows

All Windows of the houses in Willow View are of an unattractive design probadudg of wood

or uPVC.

Doors and Porches

Doors in Willow View come in many designs. Some are solid, most have glass insets, and there is a
variety of colours used. Some of the doors are set in covered porticos or protected by a covered
porch. Garage Doorshere visible are often painted in different colours adding an interesting

aspect to the streetThe eyesore garages are the exception being painted an ugly brown.

6.13 TwigderRoad

Building Age Type and Style

Many of the Houses in Twigden Road whtglt as Counit Houses in the 19503 he street is
made up of terraced houses with as many as 5 families living in the terrace, some smaller
terraces, and at least one semi deteed house. The style is typical council house, though one
house has made sutantial changes to improve the look of the dwelling.

Materials
Brick built and mostly painted or pble dash coveredlhe semi detached houseugapainted
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brick

Roofscape

All the roofs of the houses are covered in a similar slate like material.

Windows

Most dwellings have typical council house windows, plain frames probably uPVC, with large
opening panes and a central vertical lifting small pafteere is one house that has changed the

style and introduced attractive diamond shaped leaded panes.

Doors and Porches

Most doors are the original style with a uPVC frame and two large panes of glass inset. A few have
changed the door to a more attractive and solid design. A few doors have a small covering over
the entrance.

7.8 MillersClose

Building Age Type and Style

Like Twigden Road Millers Close is made up of a houses that were built by the Council for, tenants
some as long ago dlse 1950s. There are some houses that are owned privately now, but many

are still Council Haes. The majonjtare semi detahed, but at the end close to the M1 there is a
terrace of dwellings and a smaller terrace at the opposite end of the stidet.style is very

mixed. Many brick built, some painted, some clad in pale wdbese latter, the first built

houses, a gift from Sweden after the War have recently been renovated.
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Materials

Brick largely, with the two terraces having been paint€Hereis a pairof semi detahed Council
Houses clad in attractive pale wood.

Roofscapes

House roofs are coverdd tiles. One house has a substantial Solar panel installation.

Windows.

Mostly typical Council House Windows. Some houses have replaced these with multi pane leaded
windows.

Doors and Porches

Wide variety of different door styles. Some tbdginal Coucil House design. &hy have been
changed to either solid, or more substantial with glass pane inset. Many houses have small
covered area in front of the door.
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